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The Men of Genesis
The following Bible studies are designed to help men make observation, interpretation, correlation, and then application of God’s Word. For some men, these studies may feel a bit simple, for others a bit complex. The goal is for each man to dig into the text, learn what God is saying, make an application, and then meet with other men to help process what is learned. Processing the content helps men relate God’s Word to their everyday lives. It is in the combination of study and processing that men transform more into the image of Christ. May God richly bless you as you study His Word and grow as men who live by the standards of Christ. 

The purpose of this bible study is to help develop as a man of God by examining the lives of men from the book of Genesis. Over the next twelve weeks you will examine key figures in the story of creation. 

1. The Silence of Adam – Genesis 2:4-3:25

2. My Brother’s Keeper -  Genesis 4:1-26
3. The Judgment of God – Genesis 6:1-8:22
4. The Covenant of God – Genesis 9:1-29
5. Stepping Out in Faith - Genesis 12:1-13:4
6. Trusting in the Promises of God - Genesis 17:1 – 18:15
7. Testing a Man’s Faith - Genesis 22:1-19
8. Isaac’s Family - Genesis 25:19-28:9
9. Jacobs Family - Genesis 28:10 – 31:55
10. A Turbulent Family Reunion - Genesis 32:1-33:20
11. One Long Tough Journey - Genesis 37:1-36; 39:1-41:40
12. Revenge or Restitution - Genesis 42:1-45:28; 50:15-21
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1. The Silence of Adam

Genesis 2 and 3 tell the story of God creating the earth, the first man, and the first woman. The first man and the first woman were created in the image of God and possessed attributes of holiness. In a moment where Satan casts doubt on God’s word, the woman falls for a lie and clearly disobeys the word of God. Adam in a state of silence allows his wife to act contrary to clear direction from God and forever changes his relationships. The purpose of this study is to learn about the fall of Adam from a state of holiness to a state of total depravity and the impact this has on men today. 

Bible Study: Genesis 2:4-3:24
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
A. The Creation of Life

1. Describe the creation of man. (vv 4-7).

2. Where did God place the man he created? (vv 8-15).

3. What guidelines did God give the first man? (vv 16-17).

4. Why did God create a woman? (vv 18-23).

5. How is every man supposed to be united to his wife? (v 24).

6. How does having no shame relate to nakedness? (v 25).

B. The Fall of Mankind

7. Describe the conversation between the serpent and the first woman? (vv 3:1-5).

8. How did the woman’s view of the fruit change after her conversation with the serpent (v v 6).

9. Where was Adam throughout this conversation? (v 6).

10.  How did they both behave after eating the forbidden fruit? (v 7).

11. In what way does God’s questions to Adam relate to every man throughout history? (v 8-11).

12.  How does Adam respond to God? (v 12).

13. What are the consequences to the woman for her disobedience? (v 13)

14. What are the consequences to the serpent for his deception? (vv 14-16)

15. What are the consequences to man for acting passive and disobeying God? (vv 17-19).

16. Describe the actions of God after the fall of mankind. (vv 20-24).

Personal Application:  

Everything in God’s creation was good except the loneliness of man. So God created woman for the man. Adam had it all. He had the world, the woman, and the wealth. He was the only man on the entire earth. His wife was there to help him and she was naked twenty-four by seven. Along comes the serpent and targets the mind of Eve succeeding in a masterful deception by casting doubt on the word of God. Adam received this word before Eve was created. He abdicated his responsibility to speak God’s truth to his wife and the entire human race has never been the same since. How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1 – What is unique about God designing man in His image?
Q2 – What exactly does being created in the image of God mean?

Q3 – Why did God create a woman?
Q4 – How is Satan’s lie manifested in our 21st century world?
Q5 – What does it mean for a woman to have desire for her husband but he shall rule over you?
Q6 – When is it right for a man to confront his wife?
Q7 – Based on the example of Adam, do you agree or disagree that all men have a 

. will to obey

. work to do

. women to love

Q8 – Why or why not?

Q9 – Are there any occupations for a man that do not contain thorns and thistles?

2. My Brother’s Keeper 

After the fall of mankind it does not take long for the consequences to be seen in Adam’s offspring. Adam and Eve have two sons Cain and Able. Cain is the primary individual in this chapter, and his character and conduct are revealed in several different aspects throughout the text. Able was considered the righteous one, Cain the unrighteous. Both men gave different offerings to the Lord but God viewed them separately and this results in the first murder.  The consequences of the fall and the implications of the spiritual death that gripped Adams first family, still have grave implications for all mankind.
Bible Study: Genesis 4:1-26
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
A. The Worshiper 4:1-5

1. How did Eve view the birth of her first son? (vv 1-2).

2. What were the family divisions of labor? (vv 2-4).

3. How did God view each man’s sacrificial offering? (vv 3-5).

4. Why did Cain get angry with God? (v 5).

B. The Murderer 4:6-8

5. What is God’s reaction to Cain? (v 6).

6. Why is it critical for a man to recognize the sin in his life? (v 7).

7. What does Cain use to lure his brother into a vulnerable position? (v 8).

C. The Wanderer 4:9-16

8. Describe the dialog between God and Cain? (v 9).

9. What are the consequences to Cain’s life on earth? (v 10).

10. Describe the reaction of Cain to God’s Word? (vv 13-14).

11. How does God demonstrate His care and concern for Cain? (vv 15-16).

D. The Builder 4:20-26

12. What does Cain begin after his encounter with God? (vv 17-18).

13. Describe the talent of Cain’s descendants? (vv 19-22).

14. From Lamech’s recorded words, what can you assume regarding Cain’s discussions with his sons? (vv 23-24).

15.  What are the follow on actions for Adam and Eve? (vv 25-26).

Personal Application:  
Abel’s sacrifice was acceptable; Cain’s was not. Since both men brought the first fruits of their labors, it appears that the difference lies in the heart of the man and not in the substance of the sacrifice. Abel’s sacrifice was accepted based on his faith and desire to worship God. Cain’s sacrifice was rejected and his desire was to murder his brother. He was religious but not righteous. Today there are thousands of cultural Christians in our churches. Men like Cain who bring an offering to church each Sunday but do little to seek the righteousness of Christ. Both brothers selected something of value to them which they had labored to create with their own hands; something they regarded as most valuable; however, each one also brought a different understanding of God. In the end we see God give His undeserved grace to an unrighteous man. How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1 – What are the sins of Cain?

Q2 – When is it OK to be angry with a brother?

Q3 – How does anger, jealousy, and selfish ambition affect all men?

Q4 – Why is it important for men to identify the issues in their lives and honestly deal with 

         them?

Q5 – How does 1 john 3:12 relate to this section of Genesis
Q6 – How does Christ’s blood relate to Abel’s blood? (Hebrews 12:24).

Q7 – In what similar way does Cain react to God like his father Adam reacted?

Q8 – What are your plans for teaching your sons and daughters the Word of God?

Q9 – How can the church help reach out to the men who are religious but not righteous?

3. The Judgment of God 

Sometimes the common use of Noah and the ark as a children’s story makes it an overlooked example for men. This is a story of a godly man obeying a righteous God while living in a dark and wicked world. Men continue to live by the nature of the fall. Because mankind had become so corrupt, and the earth was filled with so much violence, God sent a flood in order to destroy almost every living being. Noah and his family are spared because of Noah’s walk with God. 
Bible Study: Genesis 6:1-8:22
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
A. The Situation

1. Describe the kind of men who filled the earth? (vv 6:1-2).

2. What is God’s reaction to men like this? (v 3).

3. Who were the Nephilim? (v 4)

B. The Assignment

1. Why does God react to this with the promise of a global flood? (vv 5-11).

2. What is God’s view of Noah? (vv 8-12).

3. What is unique about Noah’s building assignment? (vv 13-22).

4. How do you think Noah may have felt when all his neighbors watched him build a huge boat on dry land?

C. The Flood

1. Describe the situation in which Noah enters the ark? (vv 7:1-16).

2. Who shut the doors after Noah entered the ark? (v 16). Why is that important?

3. How deep did God cover the earth with this global flood? (vv 17-20).

4. What was the result for all mankind? (vv 21-24).

5. Do you find this hard to believe? Why or why not?

6. Why does God take so much time to record the details in this biblical story? (vv 8:1-14).

7. When does Noah leave the ark with his family? (vv 15-19).

8. What is the first think Noah does? (v 20).

9. How does God respond? (vv 21-22)

Personal Application:  

In the midst of a generation corrupting God’s world, Noah and his family were found faithful enough to be spared from destruction by the flood. God faithfully kept His promise to Noah that he and his family would be saved during the flood. God always remembers His promises and is faithful to His people. His faithfulness is the outpouring of two key attributes: love and righteousness. With God there is often judgment and death before there new life and beginnings. 
How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1 – How does mankind today relate to the men of Genesis?

Q2 – Why was it important for God to destroy all of humankind?

Q3 – How can men build alters and offer sacrifices as a new testament Christians?

Q4 – When is it appropriate for a man to honor God by building an alter and offering a sacrifice?

Q5 – Why is this story important for 21st century men to understand?

Q6 – What does it mean to be righteous in this generation?

Q7 – What are the promises of God?

Q8 – When do you think it is right for a man to step out in faith?

4. The Covenant of God

After the waters receded, God established his covenant with Noah and his family. God’s covenant reaffirms the creative intent for humans and the fact that all men are created in the image of God. Part of being created in His image is acting responsibly. While only God gives life, mankind is responsible for properly managing creation and procreating people. What God promised to do for Noah, He did. To commemorate the flood, God establishes a covenant with Noah and the future of all creation. 

Bible Study: Genesis 9:1-29
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
A. God’s Covenant

1. What does God do immediately after Noah’s sacrifice? (v 9:1).

2. Why was it important for men to fill the earth? (v 1).

3. How does God demonstrate His provision for Noah and his sons? (vv 2-3)

4. What are the particular instructions for? (vv 2-3).

5. How does God feel about men killing other men? (v 6).

6. In what ways has mankind been faithful at being fruitful and filling the earth? (v 7).

7. In what ways has mankind been unfaithful at being fruitful and filling the earth? (v 7).

8. Describe the covenant between God and Noah? (vv 8-11)

9. What does it mean to establish a covenant between God and man? (vv 8-11)

10. Why was it important for God to establish a sign of His covenant? (vv 12-16).

D. Noah’s Curse

11. Who were the sons of Noah? (vv 18-19).

12. Why did Noah drink too much of his own wine? (v 20).

13. What is Ham’s reaction to his father’s nakedness? (v21)

14. How does Noah’s drunkenness affect his family? (22-23)

15. Why does Noah curse Ham’s son? (vv 24-25).

16.  Who were the Canaanites? (vv 25-29).

Personal Application:  

The Lord is involved intimately with the whole earth. He created the world, sent the waters of the flood and made a covenant with the earth and its inhabitants. God blesses His people with promises and provides a sign of His constant care and protection. God continues to guard His creation and provides the rainbow as a sign of His unfailing care. As for Noah and his sons, future generations are responsible for their own sins. History shows that godliness as well as ungodliness is passed on from generation to generation. How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1 – Do you agree or disagree with this statement: All alcohol consumption is bad. Why or why not?
Q2 – What does it mean to be in a covenant relationship with God?

Q3 – What does it mean to be in a covenant relationship with another person or man?

Q4 – How many times does the bible contain examples of covenants?

Q5 – Why is it important to live a godly life in front of other men as well as your family
Q6 – What are you doing to ensure your family is passing down godliness?

Q7 – How can you help a brother who has a rebellious teenager?

Q8 – As a new testament Christian, should you curse someone like Noah did? Why or why not?

5. Stepping Out In Faith

Abraham is a classic example of one who trusted God’s leadership and served obediently according to God’s commands. Prior to his name change, he was known as Abram (high father).  In a real sense he was the first disciple, the father of Israel, and the example of faith. God promised to give Abraham a place of honor and to make him a channel of blessing for all the people on earth. In a classic step of faith he leaves his earthly fathers household to go a land designated by his Heavenly Father. 

Bible Study: Genesis 12:1-13:4
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
A. God’s Promise of Faith

1. Why is this calling from God unique for a man at this time in history? (v 1).

2. What does God promise to Abram if he trusts and follows God’s Word? (vv 2-3)
B. Abram’s Journey in Faith

3. Describe Abram’s age, family, and goal for this journey? (vv 4-5).

4. What happens after God appears to Abram? (vv 6-7). 

5. Why is this significant to his calling? (vv 6-7).

6. How does Abram worship God? (vv 8-9).

C. Abram’s Test of Faith

7. Describe the situation for Abram, his family, and his tribe? (v 10).

8. What is Abram’s number one fear as he was about to enter Egypt? (vv 11-12).

9. How does he deal with his fear and insecurity? (v 13).

10.  How do you think Sarai felt when he asked her to do this? (v 13).

11. What happens to Sarai after she and her husband enter the land of Egypt? (vv 14-15).

12.  What are the results for Abram’s income and net worth? (v 16).

13. How does God intervene in the situation? (vv 17-20). 

14. Why is it important for God to deal with Abram’s ease of deception?

15. After arriving at his previously built alter, what is Abram’s response? (13:1-4).

Personal Application: 
Discipleship is a call to follow God and bless others. Abraham’s call began with a step of faith. It led to the birth of a nation and ultimately a blessing for the entire world. Unfortunately, the descendants of Abraham forgot their blessings and fell deep into sin resulting in following false gods (Isaiah 1:2-20). All believers in Christ become sons of Abraham and children of our Heavenly Father (Galatians 3:7-9). Like Abraham, men are prone to make plans and decisions that are often self-centered and self-protective. Deception is a sin that endangers the well-being of the deceived as well as the deceiver. As men of God we can follow Abraham’s example or easily forget we have been blessed to bless others. How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1 – How do men hear and know God’s voice today?

Q2 – When is it appropriate to give God an offering as a Christian disciple?

Q3 – Is it appropriate for a man to set up alters to God? Yes/No Why or why not?
Q4 – What are some fears men have in the world today?
Q5 – How can men help other men to be honest, open, and truthful especially in dealing with their fears?

Q6 – What is the number one fear for men today?
Q7 – How do some of those fears affect their marriages, families, and friendships?
Q8 – In what ways have you seen God intervene in your life? Or the lives of other men?
Q9 – Why is even a small deception such a big deal?

6. Trusting the Promises of God

God is able to establish relationships and fulfill His promises. The promises of God are everlasting. He is not bound by the limitations of mortal and sinful men. God wants His men to know His grace that is freely given to all those who trust and believe in the final fulfillment of His promised seed, His Son Jesus Christ. As the Lord called Abraham to keep the covenant, He calls men today to keep His commandments.  When obedience is commanded, the Lord takes the responsibility for maintaining the relationship. God blesses and cares for His men. In this story He blessed both Isaac and Ishmael, but His everlasting covenant was through Isaac. 

Bible Study: Genesis 17:1 – 18:15
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
A. The Covenant Promise 17:1-8
1. What does God expect from Abraham? (vv 1-2).

2. How does Abraham respond to the presence of God? (v 3).

3. What are the promises God gives to Abraham? (vv 4-8).

B. The Condition Reveled 17:9-14
4. What are conditions for keeping this covenant? (vv 9-13).

5. How does God view those who refuse to comply? (vv 14).

C. The Concern Expressed 17:15-22

6. What is significant about changing Sarai’s name to Sarah? (vv 15-16).

7. Why does Abraham laugh? (v 17).

8. What is significant about Abraham’s prayer for his first son Ishmael? (v 18).

9. How does God answer Abraham’s request? (vv 18-21).

10. Why did God wait until Abraham was ninety-nine to establish His covenant? (vv 22).

D. The Condition Kept 17:23-27

11. How long did Abraham wait until he had all his males circumcised? (v 23).

12.  What is Abraham’s age at this point? (vv 24-27).

E. The Confidence Confronted 18:1-15
13. Why was Abraham so excited at the sight of three men standing nearby? (vv 1-8).

14.  What is Sarah’s reaction to hearing the promise of God for her to be with child at such an old age? (vv 9-12).

15.  How do the men of God respond to Sarah’s lie?

16. Why was circumcision such an issue in the New Testament? (Gal. 5:6).
Personal Application:  

Abraham’s prayer that Ishmael might live indicated his concern for his first son and his continued desire to submit to God’s will. Faith in action means being ready to do things the way God tells you to do them. The disbelief of both parents underscores God’s ability to carry out His revealed plans with men and women of limited faith. Abraham placed his trust in God’s promises. How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1 – What does it mean for a man to struggle with God?

Q2 – Have you ever laughed at something in God’s Word? Describe the situation
Q3 – Should all men today be circumcised?

Q4 – Do you have a promise that you are asking or claiming from God? What is it?
Q5 – How does a man experience the presence of God?
Q6 – When you clearly know God’s will how long should you wait to act?

Q7 – What are the situations where a man should be slow to act?

Q8 – In what ways to men and women laugh at God’s Word today?

Q9 – How should a godly man respond when he hears deceit or outright lies for another believer?

Q10 – How far should it be pushed when someone denies the truth?

7. Testing a Man’s Faith

In this story God tests Abraham’s faith by commanding him to offer his only son Isaac as a sacrifice. This situation presents Abraham with an opportunity to clearly demonstrate his commitment to obeying God. Satan tempts us to bring out the worst in us, but God tests us to bring out the best. The most severe tests do not come from people, but from the Lord, and yet the greatest blessings always accompany them. It is the man who walks closest to the Lord that God tests the greatest for His glory.
 True faith is always tested, for it is only through testing that we discover what kind of faith we have. Tests of faith are opportunities for growth and victory. 

Bible Study: Genesis 22:1-19
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
1. When does God approach Abraham to test his faith? (v 1).

2. Why did God wait a period and then come and test Abraham’s faith?

3. What was going through Abraham’s mind as God spoke to him? (v 2).

4. How long did Abraham wait to obey God’s Word? (v 3).

5. What are some ways Abraham demonstrates his faith to his servants? (vv 4-5).

6. How do you think Abraham felt as Isaac questioned him regarding the preparations for a sacrifice without a sacrificial animal? (vv 6-7).

7. What is Abraham’s response? (v 8).

8. How do you think Isaac must have felt when his father made him the sacrifice? (vv 9-10).

9. What was Abraham thinking? (Hebrews 11:17-19).

10. Who stopped Abraham from finishing the sacrifice and slaying his son? (v 11).

11.  Why was it important for God to test Abraham? (v 12).

12.  How does God provide for the sacrifice? (vv 13-14).

13.  In what ways do you see God reward Abraham for his act of faith? (vv 15-18).

14. How is it that all of God’s children are sons of Abraham? (Romans 4:13-15).

15. What is the critical attribute of God that Abraham as well as all men of God should place their trust? (Romans 4:20-21).

Personal Application:  

Sooner or later every man who walks with God will experience a crisis in his faith where God brings about the circumstances to challenge his faith and bolster his confidence. The way a man faces his test determines the depth of his friendship with God. Abraham is a man who Scripture records as a friend of God (James 2:23). It is possible that Abraham trusted Isaac to fulfill the promises and not God. Consequently, as a result of this test, he demonstrates his reliance on God’s Word (Heb. 11:17–19). Never doubt in the dark what God tells you in the light. If we do the one thing God tells us to do, He will reveal the next step when the right time comes. God’s answers never arrive a minute too late! God supplied a ram just when one was needed.
 Offering a sacrifice to God or completing a divine inspired accomplishment has nothing to do with the salvation of a godly man. Instead, the proof of a saving faith is an obedient life. 

How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1 – Why is it important for a man’s spiritual life and faith for God to test him?

Q2 – How would you feel if God spoke directly to you?

Q3 – In what ways does God speak to a man directly today?

Q4 – Why is obedience important for a godly man?

Q5 – What are some ways men tend to disobey inside their minds?

Q6 – How can a group of men help each other place more trust in God’s Word and God’s Promises?

Q7 – Is every promise given from God to one of His men in the Bible also given to His men today? Why or why not?
Q8 – How does a godly man today become a friend of God? (James 2:23).

8. Birthrights and Deceptions

Isaac’s family is a clear demonstration of how sibling rivalry and parental favoritism lead to problems of control and family conflicts. In a shrewd move at a weak moment in his brother’s life, Jacob cons Esau into exchanging his God given birth right for a simple bowl of soup. Issac favors Esau while Rebekah favors Jacob. Later, Rebekah schemes with Jacob to deceive her own husband so her favorite son inherits the blessing intended for the first born. Even the patriarchs of Bible experienced family discord and marital conflicts. 
Bible Study: Genesis 25:19-34; 26:34-35; 27:1-40
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
A. Birth and Birthrights
1. Describe the background to this set of family stories? (vv 19-22).

2. How does God respond to Rebekah’s prayer? (v 23).

3. What are the unique attributes of each brother? (vv 24-28

	Esau
	Jacob

	
	


4. How does Jacob connive his way into inheriting his brother’s birthright? (vv 29-34).

B. Esau’s Rebellion

5. What is Esau like as a young man? (vv 26:34-35).

C. Deceptions and Blessings

6. Why does Isaac feel it is time to give Esau a special blessing? (vv 27:1-4).

7. Describe Rebekah’s and Jocob’s discussion to this situation? (vv 5-14).

8. Who leads this deception? (vv 15-17).

9. How many lies are told in the exchange between Isaac and Jacob? (vv 17-26).

10. Describe the blessing Isaac gives Jacob? (vv 27-29).

11.  How does Isaac react when he learns of Jacob’s deception? (vv 30-33).

12. How does Esau react to his brother’s deception? (v 34.)

13.  Why is it important for Esau to receive Isaac’s blessing? (vv 35-36).

14. What are the implications for the two brothers? (v 37).

15. Describe the blessing Isaac gives Esau? (vv 38-40).

Personal Application:  

Unfortunately, conflicts and discord can and do develop within a family. This kind of situation can make Christian men more dependent on the loving grace of God or it can result in bitterness for all concerned. Godly men look to the Father for forgiveness and strength in seeking to bring harmony and reconciliation to the family unit. All Christian families have problems to one degree or another. It is wrong for a godly man to allow them to continue without researching God’s Word and applying solutions that can bring about a healthy resolution. How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1 – How important is family to a godly man?

Q2 – Why is deception so hideous among men but especially among family members?

Q3 – How does God use this deception to accomplish His will?

Q4 – What kind of role do parents play as leaders over the lives of children?
Q5 – Why is a father’s blessing so important to Esau or for that matter to any man?
Q6 – How do men deal with a father’s wound or lack of blessing?
Q7 – Were you ever blessed by your father?
Q8 – How can we as a group of men bless our sons and daughters?

9. Jacob’s Family

Jacob soon meets up with his distant relatives where he finds work and the potential of having a woman for a mate. It isn’t long however, that his previous behavior as a cheat catches up to him. His uncle Laban is glad to have his help in keeping the flocks and marrying his daughters. Unfortunately, he is also a cheat and master manipulator.  God promises Jacob a family, yet his family begins with human intrigue, physical barrenness, and rivalry among family members. This is a great example of how God accomplishes His purposes despite the weaknesses of His men and problems with relatives.

Bible Study: Genesis 29:15 – 35; 31: 1-21
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
1. What is the first deal between Laban and Jacob? (29:15-20).

2. What happens during the honeymoon? (21-25).

3. What is Laban’s justification? (26).

4. How is the situation resolved? (27-29).

5. Where is Jacob’s heart? (30).

6. How does God demonstrate His grace to Leah? (31-35).

7. Who are the sons born at this time? (31-35).

8. After working together and exchanging many deals, what is the relationship like between Laban and Jacob’s children? (vv 31:1-2).

9. Who inspires Jacob in returning to the land of his father’s?  (v 3).

10.  What promise does God make to Jacob? (v 3).

11. Who does Jacob credit with his success as a sheep herder? (vv 4-9).

12. How did God speak to Jacob? (vv 10-13).

13.  What is the reaction of his wives? (vv 14-18).
14. What kind of woman was Rachel? (v 19).

15. Why did Jacob deceive his uncle in making this departure?

Personal Application:  

Even in the midst of living in a country filled with foreign gods, manipulative relatives, and unethical behavior, Jacob grows in his sensitivity toward the word and leadership of God. God is now guiding his life and providing direction. The stressful working conditions and controlling work relationships took off Jacob’s rough edges as well as gave him a sense of confidence in being able to live by faith. Such is the work of God in a man’s life as others become in the hands of God formative instruments for shaping a man’s character. It seems many a man looks for instant relief from the stresses of home and work through alcohol, drugs, or medications rather than look to the one who will mold them through any and all circumstances. How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1 – Can a man still be caught up in similar family strife as Jacob?
Q2 – What are some examples of family strife men face in the 21st Century?
Q3 – What happens within a family if a man or a woman show favortism?
Q4 – How can a man act decieptful toward his own wife or children?
Q5 – How can a woman or a child act deceiptful within a family?
Q6 – What are some ways God can demonstrate His grace to unloved people today?

Q7 – Can God still speak to a man through dreams?

Q8 – How does God speak to a  man today?

Q9 – When if ever, is it OK to decieve or live in secrecy?

10. Facing Fear and Trusting God
The story of Jacob and Esau provides a vivid picture of bitter conflict between two brothers. On the way to meet with his brother he encounters and wrestles with a messenger from God who leaves him with a blessing and a lifetime limp. He left the first time as an arrogant young man and now returns as a limping leader in fear of his life. Like all men who encounter the Lord, his wrestling match with God resulted in physical injury and personal growth. Although promised by the messenger to overcome his struggles with his brother, Jacob still acts like a man filled with fear and doubt. Fortunately, their conflict is resolved years later through the intervention of God and the desire of both men to overcome mutual hostility.

Bible Study: Genesis 32:1 - 33:20
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
1. What are the first signs that God is blessing Jacob’s decision to be obedient? (vv 1-2).

2. How does Jacob prepare for the reunion with his brother? (vv 3-6).

3. Why does Jacob divide his family and his flocks? (vv 7).

4. What is significant about the prayer Jacob lifts up to God? (vv 8-12).

5. How does Jacob illustrate his fear by his actions? (vv 13-21).

6. Why do you think Jacob separated himself from his family and possessions? (vv 22-23).

7. What is significant about a man who challenges Jacob to a wrestling match? (vv 24-25).

8. How is the wrestling match ended? (v 26)

9. Why were blessings and name changes so important in the Old Testament? (vv 28).

10.  Describe the changes in Jacob after his struggle with God.  (vv 29-32).

11. What is Jacob’s strategy for meeting his brother Esau? (vv 32:1-3).

12.  How does Esau and Jacob respond to each other (vv 4-5)
13. What is the importance for giving gifts to family (vv 6-12)

14. How does Jacob respond after meeting his brother? (vv 13-19)

Personal Application:  

This story is an example of how deceitfulness and betrayal can be overcome when the victim takes the initiative to offer forgiveness and seek reconciliation. In addition we see Jacob being afraid, confused, and filled with guilt. Life is messy and unfortunately even brothers in the home and in the church often develop deep wounds and problems with one another. While we may not use the same process to resolve a conflict, we need to demonstrate the same willingness to forgive and reconcile as well as to seek the presence of God in the midst of our conflicts. Like Jacob we often struggle with God only to see Him act on our behalf in spite of our fear and failures. 

How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1 – Why was Jacob so afraid to meet his brother?
Q2 – How does Jacob’s fears illustrate much of the fear men face today?
Q3 – What are the first signs of panic in a man’s life when he faces an adverse situation?

Q4 – What are some ways we all wrestle with God?
Q5 – What can a group of men do to help one another face thier fears?
Q6 – When is it OK for us to set up an alter to the Lord?

Q7 – What does an alter look like since we are New Testament believers?

Q8 – Are there any relationships in your life where you need to resolve a conflict?
11. One Long Tough Journey

Joseph is a man of God who goes through many trials before being assigned a key position that results in saving his life and the lives of many others. In his journey and walk with God he has what appears to be set back after set back. There is conflict with his brothers which results in being sold into slavery. There he is falsely accused of adultery and unjustly put into prison. During his time in prison he helps other inmates only to be forgotten until a time when God brings him up out of the dungeon to appear before Pharaoh. At each phase of his journey he honored God and God blessed him accordingly. 

Bible Study: Genesis 37:1-36; 39:1-41:40
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
1. Describe the relationship between Joseph and his brothers? (vv 37:1-10).

2. What do the brothers do with Joseph? (vv 37:11-30).

3. How do they attempt to cover their sin? (vv 37:31-35).

4. Where does God take Joseph in his first place of slavery? (vv 37:36).

5. How does God deal with Joseph and this forced situation? (vv 39:1-6).

6. What are some of Joseph’s unique physical characteristics? How does Potiphar’s wife view her young male servant (v 39:6-7).

7. Why is Joseph’s reaction important to all men whether slave of free? (vv 39:7-12).

8. What happens to Joseph as a result of his honoring God rather than honoring a sinful woman? (vv 39:13-20).

9. How does God deal with Joseph and this forced situation? (vv 39:21-23).

10.  What are some of the ups and downs Joseph faces while in prison? (vv 40:1-23).

11. How does God stir the mind of Pharaoh? (vv 41:1-8).

12.  What is the reaction of the cupbearer? (vv 41:9-13).

13. Where was Joseph being held at this time? (v 41:14).

14. In what way does Joseph honor God during his exchange with Pharaoh? (vv 41:15-36)

15. How does Pharaoh react to the way Joseph honors God? (41:37-40).

Personal Application:  

After many years of suffering what appears to be set back after set back, Joseph is called to appear before Pharaoh and interpret a strange dream that none of Pharaoh’s wise men could decipher. After accurately relaying the symbolism to a future time of prosperity followed by famine, Pharaoh rewards Joseph by placing him in charge of overseeing the entire country. He goes from captive in a dungeon to high counsel of a kingdom. The key to Joseph’s life is being obedient to the situation in which he was called by God. All men long to better their place in life. It is not the desire to better one’s position but the willingness to be used by God along the way that makes the difference. 

How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1- What is your first reaction when thnigs appear to go wrong in your life?
Q2- How would you feel if your brothers sold you into slavery?
Q3- In what way does the life of Joseph serve as a model for men in our world today?
Q4- When should men flee the temptations of the flesh?
Q5- If you were to list modern day examples of a Potiphar’s wife, what would she be?
Q6- What is the biggest set back you have ever faced in your life? 

Q7- How was God involved?

Q8- Is God big enough to turn your world around? Yes/No? 

Q9 – Are you big enough to wiat for Him? Why or Why not?

Q10 – What are some ways all of us as men can help one another through a tough time?
12. Revenge or Restitution
Joseph, the son of Rachel, his father Jacob’s favorite wife, was younger than the sons of the other wives. Jacob loved Joseph more than his brothers, and showed open favoritism (37:2–4). As a result the brothers hated Joseph. Consequently, they sell him into slavery and deceive their father by faking his death (37:12-36). While in Egypt, Joseph is accused of attempting to rape his owner’s wife and unjustly imprisoned (39:1-20). While in prison he interprets two dreams that eventually bring him to the attention of Pharaoh who has a dream that no one understands. Based on Joseph’s wisdom and insight, Pharaoh places him second in command of the country (40:1-41:57). As the world goes into a famine, Joseph’s brothers make two trips to Egypt for food where they unknowingly encounter their brother (42-43). Finally, Joseph tells them who he is and what God has accomplished through his life. This is a classic example of how God’s purposes are accomplished through the lives of men. 
Bible Study: Genesis 45:1-28; 50:15-21
Answer the following questions from the Bible study text.
Genesis 45:1-28
1. How does Joseph react after hearing his brothers describe their father and the love of his brother Benjamin? (45:1-2).

2. In what way do the brothers initially react? (v 3).

3. What is the expected reaction of his brothers to the truth of their situation? (vv 4-5).

4. Why did God allow this horrific situation to happen? (vv 6-7).

5. Who does Joseph blame for his experience and current situation in life? (vv 8-9).

6. How does Joseph provide for his brothers and their families? (vv 10-15).

7. What is the reaction of Pharaoh to the news of Joseph’s family reunion? (vv 16-23).

8.  How well did Joseph remember his brother’s typical behavior? (v 24).

Genesis 50:15-21
9. Now that Jacob has passed away, how do the brothers react? (v 15-18).

10. Did Jacob leave instructions or did they make the story up? How do you know? (v 16-17).

11. How does this picture fulfill the dreams of Joseph? (vv 37:7-9)

12. What is Joseph’s godly response? (vv 50:19-21)

Personal Application:  

As a man learns to walk with God, he will face a lot of situations where other people cause him to suffer even when he does not deserve such treatment. Injustice by others does not give us a natural right to retaliate or rebel. God can and often does work through human injustice to bring about His blessing and purposes. Joseph recognized God’s providence in his life as He guided a course in history that resulted in lives being saved. This in no way justifies his brother’s bad behavior. The truth for this study is to recognize our sufferings often have a purpose with the providence of God. Consider your situation in life and complete the Bible study application below. 

How will this Bible study make a difference in your life? Be specific.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Men’s Muster

Q1 – What is the providence of God?

Q2 – Why is it important for men to understand the providence of God?

Q3 – How should a man of God react to injustice or persecution?

Q4 – When is it OK to fight back?

Q5 – How would you react if your brothers sold you into slavery?

Q6 – Does understanding the providence of God take away a man’s personal responsibility for sin or wrongdoing?

Q7 – Will God’s purposes be fulfilled regardless of man’s behavior? 

Q8 – Who can you call upon to help you understand if a situation calls for action or for suffering?

List of Scriptures

· The Silence of Adam – Genesis 2:4-3:25

· My Brothers Keeper -  Genesis 4:1-26
· The Judgment of God – Genesis 6:1-8:22
· The Covenant of God – Genesis 9:1-29
· Stepping Out in Faith - Genesis 12:1-13:4
· Trusting in the Promises of God - Genesis 17:1 – 18:15
· Testing a Man’s Faith - Genesis 22:1-19
· Isaac’s Family - Genesis 25:19-28:9
· Jacobs Family - Genesis 28:10 – 31:55
· A Turbulent Family Reunion - Genesis 32:1-33:20
· One Long Tough Journey - Genesis 37:1-36; 39:1-41:40
· Revenge or Restitution - Genesis 42:1-45:28; 50:15-21
Other God’s Word for Men Bible Studies

· Character that Counts 
· The Life of David - David’s Rise

· The Life of David - David’s Reign 

· The Warrior’s Way

· The Warrior’s Character

· The Warrior’s Mission

· The Men of Exodus and Numbers – TBD
· The Men of Joshua - TBD
· The Men of Kings and Chronicles - TBD

· The Men of Judges - TBD

· The Men of Ezra and Nehemiah - TBD

For the latest updates go to 

http://www.kingdomwarrior.net/MMTools/default.html
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