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David’s Reign Bible Study Agreement
I, __________________________________________________________

agree with my men’s study group to do the following:

1. Complete the Bible study for each week before the muster session.

2. Bring my Bible, completed Bible study, a pen/pencil and paper to the muster sessions.

3. Take part in all muster sessions unless urgent circumstances beyond my control prevent attendance. When unable to attend, I will make up the session at the earliest possible time with a team leader or team member.

4. Share openly and honestly in the muster sessions.

5. Pray regularly for my band of brothers.

6. Keep confidential any personal matters shared by others in the team.

7. Pray at least weekly for my senior and associate pastor(s).

8. Not manipulate or pressure others to do what I think is best. I will simply bear witness to what I sense God may be saying to this band of brothers and watch and see how His Spirit leads.
Please pray over the contents of this agreement before signing. Once you are convinced this is a calling from God, sign the document and give it to your  Bible study leader.

Signature: _____________________Date: _____________
Overview of David’s Life

Saul was the first king of Israel, but he disobeyed God and God rejected Him. God then chose the young shepherd David to take Saul's place as king. David serves Saul in the palace, but eventually a jealous Saul tries to kill him. After years of running from Saul, David secures the throne. His rise to power and his reign of Israel contain great victories as well as deep sins. 

Part I - David’s Rise

As a young man, David tended his father’s sheep in the wilderness. During these formative years, God molded his character and helped him develop several life skills as a shepherd. Besides shepherding skills, David learns to play a harp, compose Psalms of worship, grow physically and hit what he aims at with a sling. Throughout these early years, the young shepherd experiences a growing sense of dependence on God as he engages in a life struggle with wild animals seeking to devour the sheep in his father’s flocks. After God rejects Saul, he assigns Samuel to visit the home of Jesse and anoint one of his sons as the next king. Unknown to Saul, he drafts the future king into his service. Not having any state experience, David learns the basics for administrating a kingdom as a future king.  

Growing in his responsibilities and skills, David’s successes as a soldier thrust him into the national spotlight. The increased glory and attention David receives sets off a spirit of envy and jealousy that results in repeated tries to take David’s life. As a fugitive on the run from a murderous leader, David learns to wait on God’s timing. Eventually death comes to Saul and his sons while they are in battle against the Philistines. The people crown David as king of Judah fifteen years after his anointing. 

Part II - David’s Reign

David’s early reign reveals military victories and national triumphs. After seven more years, his kingdom expands to include sovereignty over all Israel.  As king, he sets up Jerusalem as the capital city and tries to bring the Ark of the Covenant back into its proper place. Eager to promote God’s name, David seeks God’s blessing to build a temple in the heart of Jerusalem. However, for God David shed too much blood. God gives David a greater promise that from his line, his kingdom will never end. 

David’s later reign reveals deep sins and personal tragedy. After captivation by the beauty of a bathing woman, David commits adultery leading to her pregnancy. To cover up his sin, he tries to manipulate her husband. When this fails, he has him murdered in battle. Nathan the prophet confronts David with his sin. Even though David repents and God forgives him, he reaps the effects of his actions for the rest of his life. In his resulting years, he experiences family strife, incest, murder, and rebellion. 

Conclusion

David experiences highs and lows in life, just like every man. In the end, he realized that God was in his everyday world affecting his everyday circumstances. Like David, all men should make everyday life central in their thinking about God. Unlike David, all men should consider the outcomes of their behavior before they choose a course of action. David is a model of repentant faith whose failures are forgiven and whose accomplishments are the result of God’s purpose.

Overview of 1 & 2 Samuel

Purpose: To show that God is the true King over Israel as He sets up, deposes, and commands the leaders of Israel. That both king and people are to obey God as their king. It is a book about transitions. 
First Structure:


I. God Raises Samuel as Prophet to Israel

1 Samuel 1-7

II. God is Rejected as King of Israel


1 Samuel 8-14


III. God Establishes David as King


1 Samuel 15-2 Samuel 8


IV. God Judges David’s Kingdom


2 Samuel 9-20


V. Epilogue of David’s Reign



2 Samuel 21:1-24:25

Second Structure:


I. 1 Samuel – Transition of Leadership



A. Samuel, the Last Judge


1 Samuel 1:1-7:17



B. Saul, the First King


1 Samuel 8:1-31:13


II. 2 Samuel – Reign of David





A. The Triumphs of David


2 Samuel 1:1-10:19



B. The Transgressions of David

2 Samuel 11:1-27


C. The Troubles of David


2 Samuel 12:1-24:25

Author:

The author of the book of Samuel is anonymous; however, according to the Jewish Talmudic tradition, the judge and prophet Samuel wrote the first twenty-four chapters of 1 Samuel (his death is recorded in 1 Samuel 25:1). The rest were most likely written by the prophets Nathan and Gad (1 Chronicles 29:29). Other sources indicate that the priests of Ahimaaz ( 2 Samuel 15:27, 36; 17:17, 20; 18:19, 22-23, 27-29) and Zabud (1 Kings 4:5) may have authored the content. 
Main Themes:
· God is the one who raises up and brings down leaders, including kings

· Yaweh is the true King of Israel, whom the people are to obey

· God has set up David’s kingdom forever

· The king is to be obedient to God

· Disobedience carries serious results
1 – Sorrow, Support, and Struggle
After hearing of Saul and Jonathon’s death, David mourns, weeps, and fasts. With Saul no longer king, David sought the strength and renewal of God as he faces rising to the throne of Israel and leading God’s people. His lament is a testimony of his care and concern for two men anointed by God, one an enemy and the other his closest friend. As expected, war breaks out between the house of David and the house of Saul. 
I. Receiving Bad News – 2 Samuel 1:1-16 

A. What man rushes to tell David the news of Saul and Jonathan? (vv 1-2).

B. Describe the conversation between the messenger and David. (vv 3-10).

C. How does David react to the news? (vv 11-12).

D. What does David do to the Amalkite messenger? (vv 13-16).
II. Expressing Deep Grief – 2 Samuel 1:17-27

A. What requirements are in place after writing this lament? (vv 17-18).


B. How does David view the Saul and Jonathon? (vv 19-25, 27).
C. In what way does the relationship between David and Jonathon reflect the same kind relationship between a man and his Lord Jesus Christ? (v 26).


III. Accepting Judah’s Throne – 2 Samuel 2:1-7

A. After the time of mourning, what is David’s course of action? (v 1).

B. Why does God direct him to Hebron? (vv 2-4).

C. How does David deal with the men who buried Saul and Jonathon? (vv 5-7).
IV. Warring Between Houses – 2 Samuel 2:8-32


A. What happens to Saul’s oldest living son? (vv 8-13).

B. Describe the warfare between the soldiers of Abner and Joab. (vv 14-17).
\

C. Who were Joab, Abishai, and Asahel in relation to David? (v 18). See 2 Chronicles 2:13-16.
D. What is significant about the skirmish between Abner and Asahel? (vv 19-23)?
E. Describe the scenario and temporary resolution between Abner and Joab. (vv 24-32). 

Discipleship Principle:  Even though David sought the mind of God and the timing of God, he still had to deal with difficult people, which includes his relatives. Living out God’s will does not stop us from experiencing deep pain or enduring conflicts as we learn to wait. 
	Personal Application:




2 – Reaction to Political Murder
David’s rise to the throne was one of personal struggle, war, and murder. In the first two lessons of this study, we see three powerful men each receive a blow that ends their lives. Asahel, Abner, and Ishbosheth are murdered. Ashael by Abner, Abner by Joab, and Ishbosheth by Recab and Baanah. David reacts with a sense of justice by calling a curse on the guilty and administrating justice to the men responsible for acts of evil. 
I. Abner’s Defection to David – 2 Samuel 3:1-21

A. What is happening in David’s personal house as his dynasty grows? (vv 1-5).

B. Why is Abner ready to leave the house of Saul and join the house of David? (vv 6-11).

C. How does David respond to Abner’s offer to join forces? (vv 12-15).
D. Describe the way Abner convinces the elders and the Benjamites to make peace with the house of David. (vv 16-21),

II. Joab Murders Abner – 2 Samuel 3:22-39


A. How does Joab react to hearing the news of Abner’s offer of peace? (vv 22-25).

B. What is Joab’s strategy for deceiving and killing Abner? (vv 26-27).

C. How does David react to Abner’s murder? (vv 28-30).

D. Describe the scenario of Abner’s burial? (vv 31-35).

E. Why did David consider himself weak and the sons of Zeruiah strong? (vv 36-39).
III. Recab and Baanah Murder Ish-Bosheth – 2 Samuel 4:1-12


A. How does Ish-Bosheth’s react to the death of Abner? (v 1).

B. Who is Mephibosheth? (vv 2-4).

C. How do Recab and Baanah act in the muder of Ish-Bosheth? (vv 5-8).

D. Why is David quick to kill these two murderers? (vv 9-12).

Discipleship Principle: David knew that God was the one to advance him to the throne; so, he did not take action to remove his opposition. Instead, he trusted in God’s sovereignty over his life and calling as king. Sometimes the road to fulfill God’s word and will for a man’s life is a test of faith, hope, and perseverance. 
	Personal Application:




3 – Anointed and Victorious
David’s reign over the tribe of Judah lasted seven years. After the death of Ish-Bosheth the final ascension to rule over the Northern tribes of Israel as well as over Judah lay clearly in site. People from both communities point out they are descendants of Jacob and that God has anointed David to lead the people as their king. David was anointed three times in his ascension to the place of king, from Samuel at his father’s home, from Judah in Hebron, and now from all the tribes of Israel. 
I. David Becomes King – 2 Samuel 5:1-5

A. How do the people approach David? (vv 1-2).
B. What compact did David make with the people? (v 3). See Deuteronomy 17:14-20).

C. How long did David reign as Gods chosen leader? (vv 4-5). 
II. David Captures Jerusalem – 2 Samuel 5:6-16

A. Who were the Jebusites? (vv 6-7).

B. In what did the Jubusites place their confidence for victory? (vv 6-7).

C. How did David’s men penetrate the Jebusites fortress? (v 8).

D. Why did David grow in more power and influence? (vv 9-10).


E. How did the king of Tyre give official support to King David? (vv 11-12).​

F. What do you think of David’s family life? (vv 13-16).

III. David Conquers the Philistines – 2 Samuel 5:17-25

A. What happens after David rises to the throne over all Israel? (vv 17-18).

B. How does David’s react to this threat? (v 19). 

C. What is David’s reaction to the second invasion? (v 22-24).

D. How does David respond to God’s word? (vv 25).

Discipleship Principle:  Just as David rules over the entire nation, Christ should rule over an entire man’s life and ministry. Anything left outside of God’s will is sure to bring rebellion and strife. Every man in the family of God needs to invite Him to reign over every area of his life. With Christ as Lord men experience peace and victory. 
	Personal Application:




4 – Promise, Prayer, and Purpose
Secure and stabilized in his home palace, David seeks for God’s blessing to build Him a magnificent temple. God responds by giving David a promise for an eternal kingdom ruled by a king that comes from his own family heritage. After hearing God’s word on the matter, David communes with the Lord and pours out a heart of praise and thankfulness. 
I. God’s Promise – 2 Samuel 7:1-17

A. What causes David to have a want to build a house for the Lord? (vv 1-2) 

B. How does Nathan the prophet respond? (v 3)

C. What have both king and prophet neglected to consider? (vv 4-7).

D. What does God promise to do for David? (vv 8-11). 


E. What are the promises of God for David’s descendants? (vv 11-16)?

II. David’s Prayer – 2 Samuel 7:18-29

A. What was David’s response to God’s word? (vv 18-22). 

B. How does David approach God in this prayer? (vv 18-29).


C. Why is David so thankful? (vv 25-29). 
III. David’s Victories – 2 Samuel 8:1-18

A. What victories is David experiencing at this point in his life? (1-8).

B. How did David’s allies react to his victories? (vv 9-10). 

C. What is the king’s response toward the spoils of war? (11-14).

D. What does God want the reader to know about David’s life at this point? (vv 6, 18).

Discipleship Principle:  The crowning fulfillment of these promises is in Jesus Christ. He lived a sinless life and provided salvation for the human race by being crucified. After His death, he arose from the grave to sit at the right hand of God. There, He reigns until His enemies become a footstool for His feet (Hebrews 1:8-13). God keeps His promises.
	Personal Application:




5 – The Danger of Lust
When David should have been on the battlefield, he is lying in bed and indulging his flesh. Looking out from his rooftop, he finds the beauty of a bathing woman and gives in to his lust. Not only does he yield to his lust, he carries his sin further by trying to cover up his actions through manipulation, alcohol, and murder. If David could have foreseen the outcome of his actions, he would have done a much better job of guarding his heart. The Bible states the facts and draws out lessons from the lives of God’s men for both good and bad. 

I. Lust and Sexual Sin – 2 Samuel 11:1-5

A. Where is David during the time for countries to wage war? (v 1).

B. What is the first thing he sees from the roof of his palace? (v 2).

C. How does David respond to seeing a beautiful naked woman? (vv 3-4).

D. What is the result for both of them? (v 5).

II. Manipulation and Control – 2 Samuel 11:6-13

A. Why does David send for Uriah to return home? (v 6).

B. What orders are given to Uriah? (vv 7-8).

C. How does he react? (v 9).

D. Why does Uriah refuse the king? (vv 10-11).


E. What is David’s second try at manipulating Uriah? (vv 12-13).
III. Murder and Conspiracy – 2 Samuel 11:14-27

A. How does David plan to remove Uriah permanently? (v14).

B. What is Joab’s role in this conspiracy? (vv 15-22).

C. How does David respond to the news that Uriah is dead? (vv 23-27).
Discipleship Principle:  David was careless in allowing his eyes to wander and then yield to the lust of his flesh. All men have to learn to control the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life (1 John 2:15-16). Otherwise, their evil wants drag them away into a world of enticement. After a desire is ill conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown gives birth to death (James 1:14-15).  
	Personal Application:




6 – The Confession of Sin
God sends the prophet Nathan to visit David to confront the king’s sin using a story of a man unfairly robbed of ewe lamb. After hearing the case, David unknowingly pronounces a sentence on his own sin that equates to payment four times over. With clear and straight language, Nathan lays out David’s sin and God’s judgment. 
I. Nathan’s Rebuke – 2 Samuel 12:1-14
A. Why do you think Nathan tells David a story rather than confronting him directly about his sin? (vv 1-6).

B. How does God view David’s actions? (vv 7-9). 

C. What is God’s final decision? (v 10).

D. How will this affect the rest of David’s life? (vv 11-14).

II. David’s Response – 2 Samuel 12:15-25

A. How does David respond to the news the child is ill? (vv 15-17).

B. After the child dies, how does David reflect the grace of God? (vv 23-25).

C. What is David’s response to God’s rebuke? (Psalm 51:1-19).
III. Joab’s Challenge – 2 Samuel 12:26-31


A. How does Joab get David back into the battle? (vv 26-28).

B. What are the results for David and the entire army? (vv 29-31).
Discipleship Principle:  The consequences for David’s sin should serve as a clear warning to all men to “be careful that you don’t fall!” 1 (Corinthians 10:12). Men need to be aware of how sin starts in the mind and keep watch on their thought life. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit will reap eternal life (Galatians 5:7-8). Sow a thought; reap an act; sow an action; reap a habit; sow a habit; reap a destiny. 
	Personal Application:




7 – Family Turbulence
The weight of sin is quick to display itself through the lives of David’s children. Amnon seduces his half sister but ends up raping her when the seduction fails. Tamar’s brother, Absalom, takes her into his home and then plots to murder Amnon. Absalom flees the country but later through the influence of David’s general, Joab, returns to Hebron. At first, David refuses to see his son but eventually they meet where the king embraces an embittered young man. 

I. Absalom and Tamar – 2 Samuel 13:1-22

A. Why was Amnon so interested in his half sister? (vv 1-2).

B. What is Amnon’s plan for isolating Tamar to his power and control? (vv 3-5).

C. How is David manipulated into being an unwilling participant? (vv 6-9).

D. Describe the actions of Amnon and the response of Tamar. (vv 10-20).

E. What is David’s response to his children’s behavior? (vv 21).
II. Absalom and Amnon – 2 Samuel 13:23-39


A. Describe Absalom’s effort to deceive David and Amnon. (vv 23-31).

B. How could Jonadab have known the outcome if he was not there? (vv 32-36).

C. What is Absalom’s actions and David’s response? (v 37).
III. Absalom and David – 2 Samuel 14:1-33


A. What is Joab’s motive in getting the king to have his son return? (v 1)
B. How does Joab devise an effort to bring Absalom back to Israel? (vv 2-3)

C. What is the story line the woman uses in her conversation with the king? (vv 4-18).
D. After hearing her case and the correlation to Absalom, how does David respond? (v 19-24).


E. Describe the features of Absalom. (vv 25-27).

D. What do you think Absalom’s view is of David as his father? (vv 28-33).
Discipleship Principle:  Although David is a man after God’s own heart, he has several weaknesses as a parent in administrating godly discipline. After Amnon rapes Tamar, David is furious but takes no action to put right the situation. He could have invoked the penalty prescribed by the law (Leviticus 20:17). After two years, Absalom devises a scheme and then murders his half brother. To avoid prosecution he flees the country to his grandparents and stays there until Joab manipulates David into allowing his return. David’s acceptance of his son comes too late to keep Absalom from being embittered and hateful. 

	Personal Application:




8 – Conspiracy and Rebellion
Absalom conspires against his father, and uses various political methods to seduce the people from their loyalty to their king. Under pretense of paying a vow to pray and worship, he gains permission from David to go to Hebron. There he prepares the people for a rebellion. Needing good counsel, he seeks the advice of, David’s counselor Ahithophel. After David learns of the general defection of the nation, he flees the city with his family, friends, and loyal officials. 
I. Absalom’s Strategy – 2 Samuel 15:1-12

A. What is Absalom’s main character flaw? (vv 1-12)

B. How does Absalom turn the hearts of the people away from David? (vv 2-6).

C. Why is David so willing to give Absalom permission to go to Hebron? (vv 7-9).

D. What is Absalom’s strategy for growing his conspiracy to become king? (vv 10-12).
II. David’s Flight – 2 Samuel 15:13-37

A. How does David react to the news of Absalom’s revolt? (vv 13-15).

B. Who went with David as he flees? (vv 16-20).

C. How does Ittai the Hittite display true loyalty? (vv 21-22).
D. Amid the revolt, what is David’s first act with the people with him? (vv 23-25).
E. What is David’s perspective on God’s sovereignty after his time of corporate worship? (v 26).

F. What is David’s strategy for gaining information? (vv 27-29).
III. Hushai’s Counsel 2 Samuel 15:30-37


A. Why was David weeping, covering his head, and uncovering his feet? (v 30).
B. After David finds out his most trusted adviser betrays the king, how does he react? (v 31). 

C. What is David’s strategy for dealing with Ahithophel’s treason? (vv 32-37).

Discipleship Principle:  Friendship is often defined amid heartache, turmoil, and tragedy. During the period of Abaslom’s revolt, we see the reaction of three men who were once considered the kings friend: Ahithophel, Ittai, and Hushai. Ahithophel joins the revolt and betrays David. Ittai commits to be there for David’s defense in life-or-death. Hushai put himself into a dangerous situation as a spy by faking service to the new king. 
	Personal Application:




9 – Curses and Counsels, Enemies and Friends
Revolutions become times of revelation where men display their true colors. Some men will stay loyal as friends and allies; others turn in hopes of gaining power, prestige, or possessions. Ziba lies to David about Mephibosheth and under extreme stress, David is quick to pass judgment. Shimei, a member of the house of Saul, displays severe hatred and abhorrence for David by cursing his life and pelting his body. Hushai willingly enters Absalom’s service in an order to thwart the revolt. 
I. Flattery and Deceptions – 2 Samuel 16:1-4

A. How does Ziba greet the king? (v 1).

B. Why is David interested in Ziba’s motive? (vv 2-3). 

C. What is David’s response? (v 4). 
II. Curses and Conflicts – 2 Samuel 16:5-14

A. Why is Shimei pelting with stones and shouting curses at David? (vv 5-8).

B. How does Abishai wish to respond to Shimei? (v 9). 

C. What is David’s response? (v 10).

D. In what way is David relying on the sovereignty of God? (vv 11-14). 
III. Counsels and Circumstances – 2 Samuel 16:15-17:29

A. How does Hushai win Absalom’s approval and enter his service? (vv 16:15-19).

B. What is Ahithophel’s advice to Absalom? (vv 16:20-17:4).

C. How important is Ahithophel’s advice? (v 16:23).

D. What is Hushai’s advice to Absalom? (vv 17:5-13).

E. How is the sovereignty of God working in and through these events? (v 14).

F. What are the dangers that David’s spies face? (v 15-22).

G. What is significant about Ahithophel’s response to Absalom’s rejection of his advice? (v 23)


I. How does God provide for David, his men, and their families? (vv 24-29). 

Discipleship Principle:  David’s behavior is a wonderful testimony of a man who trusts in the Lord. He knew the Lord would avenge him at the right time. In a Christ like manner, he restrains from retaliation and entrusts his situation into the hands of God.  In the New Testament Peter writes, “When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.” (1 Peter 2:23).
	Personal Application:




10 – Death and Deliverance
God allowed this rebellion as a part of the price David was to pay for the sins of adultery, deception, and murder. Additionally this event helped to remove those in David’s kingdom who were disloyal. As in every rebellion, a day of reckoning finally arrived. Sometimes God’s judgments fall swiftly, while at other times He waits and acts slowly. 

I. Abasalom’s Death – 2 Samuel 18:1-18

A. How does David organize and prepare his army? (vv 1-5)

B. List the circumstances surrounding Absalom’s death (vv 6-18).
II. David’s Reaction – 2 Samuel 18:19-19:8


A. How does David find hear the situation of his son Asalom? (vv 18:19-32)

B. Why would a news runner be concerned about the news he delivers? (v 29)

C. What is David’s reaction to the news Absalom is dead? (v 33). 

D. How does David’s reaction affect the entire military? (vv 19:1-4).



E. What is Joab’s reaction to this situation? (vv 19:5-8).

III. David’s Return – 2 Samuel 19:9-43
A. How did Abasalom’s defeat affect the Israelites who supported the rebellious king? (vv 9-10).

B. What is David’s response and matching affect on the leaders? (vv 11-15).

C. Why are Shemei and Ziba both rushing to meet the returning King? (vv 15-18).

D. How does Shemei address David? (vv 18-21).

E. Describe the differences between the thinking of Abishai and David. (vv 21-23).


F. What is significant about the way Mephiboseth approaches the king? (vv 24-25).
G. How does Mephiboseth respond to David’s inquisition and following decision about his and Ziba’s future? (vv 26-30). 
H. Why does David seek to honor and bless Barzillai? (vv 31-33)

I. How does Barzillai respond to the generous king’s offer? (vv 34-39).
J. What happens when citizens from Judah and Israel both rush to meet the returning king? (vv 40-43). 
K. Describe the basis for their argument. (vv 40-43).
Discipleship Principle:  The story of David’s rejection and resulting return, shows the attitudes people today have toward Christ the King of kings. There are the loyal few who stand by their absent King, and there are the selfish majorities who prefer rebellion. As soldiers of the King, we are to wage warfare, hasten his return, and live in obedience to His rule. 
	Personal Application:




11 – Rebellion and Retribution
Peace in the kingdom does not last too long. First, Sheba incites a new rebellion. Second, Joab assassinates Amasa to gain back his status as commanding general (2 Samuel 19:13) even though Joab and Amasa were cousins (1 Chronicles 2:16-17). Third, there is a three-year famine that brings David to a point where he seeks the Lords face. After seeking Gods word, he is forced to deal with Saul’s previous injustices. In all three events, lives are affected. 
I. The Next Rebellion – 2 Samuel 20:1-25

A. Who rallies around Sheba as part of his rebellion? (vv 1-2).

B. Why is David concerned about the concubines that slept with Absalom? (v 3).

C. How does Joab approach Amasa in his effort to assassinate him? (vv 4-10).

D. In what way does Amasa’s death affect the troops of Judah? (vv 11-13).

E. Describe the conversation between the wise woman and the general Joab? (vv 14-26).
II. The Gibeonite’s Retribution – 2 Samuel 21:1-14

A. What spurs David to seek the Lords face? (v 1). 

B. How does God respond to David’s prayer? (v 1).

C. What solution amends Saul’s injustice to the Gibeonites? (v 2-9).

D. Describe the actions of  Rizpah and David (vv 10-14)

E. How does God respond in behalf of the land and people? (v 14). 
III. The Descendants of Rapha – 2 Samuel 21:15-22

A. What is David’s physical condition? (v 15).

B. Why are the troops concerned for their king’s safety? (vv 16-17).

C. How many giants did the army kill? (vv 18-22). 
Discipleship Principle:  Every man is a leader. Thus, wives, girlfriends, and coworkers often look to their man for action in resolving conflicts and dealing with adverse circumstances. As king, David interceded for his people in the face of natural disaster. He led his men into battle and destroyed the enemies of Israel.
	Personal Application:




12 – Repentance and Revival
Here is another example of God’s sovereignty where He allows Satan to work so the Lord fulfills His purposes in the lives of His leaders as well as His people. God told Moses that each man must pay a ransom for his life at the time it is counted otherwise they would suffer a plague (Exodus 30:12). David ignores this command from God as well as the counsel of his leading general. He then takes a census of his military might. After the census, David repents but his actions clearly have negative outcomes. 
I. The Sin – 2 Samuel 24:1-9
A. Whom did God use to incite David to take a census of his military? (see 1 Chronicles 21:1).

B. Why was this census important to David? (v 2).

C. How does Joab respond to the kings command? (vv 3-8). 

D. What are the totals for Judah and Israel? (vv 9).
II. The Suffering – 2 Samuel 24:10-17

A. How does David react after the census was taken? (v 10).

B. What is God’s word to David? (vv 11-13). 

C. Why is it important to know and understand God’s mercy? (v 14).

D. Describe the plague and God’s reaction. (vv 15-16).


E. How does David respond to what he sees what is happening to his people? (v 17).

III. The Sacrifice – 2 Samuel 24:18-25

A. How does David respond to Gad the prophets advice? (vv 18-20).

B. Why is David persistent in buying the location for the sacrifice? (vv 21-24)

C. What are the purposes for burned offerings and fellowship offerings? (v 25). 
Discipleship Principle:  A man never outgrows temptation. In fact, the older a man gets the more time Satan has to find the kink in his armor. God gave David nine months to realize his sin and repent, yet he did not. It took the discipline of God for David to make the correct sacrifice, stop the plague, and usher in the revival of answered prayer. 
	Personal Application:




Conclusion to David’s Reign
Second Samuel tells the stories of David’s forty-year reign that consisted of seven-and-a-half years over Judah and then thirty-three more years over Israel. During this time, his life reflects a list of triumphs, some horrible transgressions, and then a set of heavy troubles. 
Like most coups, several aspiring leaders emerge after the death of Saul and Jonathan. Through political gains and losses, all but God’s anointed are murdered. Thus, David is crowned king of Judah. Under David’s early reign, Judah prospers militarily, spiritually, and politically. His want for putting God first in worship for himself and for his people, result in great blessings from the Lord. 
Unfortunately, David’s weaknesses surface while he is at home in his palace and lead to several serious transgressions. When he was supposed to be in battle besides his men, he was lying in bed by himself. There, the captivation by the beauty of a bathing woman leads him to commit adultery resulting in a married woman becoming pregnant. To hide his sin, he manipulates a man’s life and then eventually has him killed. Throughout this entire ordeal, God is displeased with his anointed leader and eventually sends Nathan the prophet to hold David accountable. When confronted with his sins, he repents. The outcome of his actions wrenches God’s heart even though David confesses his sins and seeks to restore his fellowship with God. Every sin has a suiting result, some less, some more.
It is not long for the effect of David’s sin to display itself in his home and his kingdom. His several weaknesses as a parent in giving godly discipline result in deceptions, incest, family strife, murder, and rebellion. His son Absolam tries to kill him in a rebellion. A once close friend and adviser betrays him and his hard fought efforts to unite Judah and Israel break out into civil war. Troubles surround his life, troubles that were the result of his own sexual sin, deception, and murder. Nathan’s prophecy (2 Samuel 12:10) affects David’s family the rest of his life.
The first two chapters of 1 Kings record the final days of King David. Even though he continues to experience turmoil and family strife he trusts in God to deliver him from every trouble (1 King 1:29). At the age of seventy, David dies and rests with his fathers. 

All of God’s men must accept He is sovereign over events, kings, and history. He sets up leaders and He deposes them. As men lead in their homes, their churches, and their communities, they must rely on God. Relying on God includes learning to wait for His timing and trusting in His grace no matter what problems they face or heartache they experience. This includes the effect for sinful behavior and irrational speech. 
Personal Conclusion:  Take some time to read your notes and personal applications. Pray for God to show you one main item as part of your conclusion from this study. Record your application in the space below. 
	Conclusion Application:



The Schedule for David’s Reign

David’s Reign (2 Samuel 1:1 – 24:25)
	Delivery Date


	Delivery Section 
	Title
	Verses for Memory

	
	Survey Materials
	Intro to the Study
	Scripture Memory

	
	1. 2 Samuel 1-2
	Sorrow, Support, and Struggle
	13 - 2 Samuel 1:25-26

	
	2. 2 Samuel 3-4
	Reaction to Political Murder
	14 - 2 Samuel 3:1

	
	3. 2 Samuel 5
	Anointed and Victorious
	15 - 2 Samuel 5:13

	
	4. 2 Samuel 9-10
	Kindness from a Leader
	18 - Psalm 60:11

	
	5. 2 Samuel 11
	The Danger of Lust
	19 - 2 Samuel 11:11

	
	6. 2 Samuel 12; Ps 51
	The Confession of Sin
	20 - Psalm 51:10

	
	7. 2 Samuel 13-14
	Family Turbulence
	21 - 2 Samuel 13:21

	
	8. 2 Samuel 15
	Conspiracy and Rebellion 
	22 - 2 Samuel 15:21

	
	9. 2 Samuel 16-17
	Curses and Counsels, Enemies, and Friends
	23 - Psalm 3:5-6

	
	10. 2 Samuel 18-19
	Death and Deliverance 
	24 - Psalm 27:1-3

	
	11. 2 Samuel 20-21
	Rebellion and Retribution
	25 - Psalm 27:13-14

	
	12. 2 Samuel 24
	Repentance and Revival
	28 - 2 Samuel 24:14
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