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David’s Rise Bible Study Agreement
I, __________________________________________________________

agree with my men’s study group to do the following:

1. Complete the Bible study for each week before the muster session.

2. Bring my Bible, completed Bible study, a pen/pencil and paper to the muster sessions.

3. Take part in all muster sessions unless urgent circumstances beyond my control prevent attendance. When unable to attend, I will make up the session at the earliest possible time with a team leader or team member.

4. Share openly and honestly in the muster sessions.

5. Pray regularly for my band of brothers.

6. Keep confidential any personal matters shared by others in the team.

7. Pray at least weekly for my senior and associate pastor(s).

8. Not manipulate or pressure others to do what I think is best. I will simply bear witness to what I sense God may be saying to this band of brothers and watch and see how His Spirit leads.
Please pray over the contents of this agreement before signing. Once you are convinced this is a calling from God, sign the document and give it to your  Bible study leader.

Signature: _____________________Date: _____________

Overview of David’s Life

Saul was the first king of Israel, but he disobeyed God and God rejected Him. God then chose the young shepherd David to take Saul's place as king. David serves Saul in the palace, but eventually a jealous Saul tries to kill him. After years of running from Saul, David secures the throne. His rise to power and his reign of Israel contain great victories as well as deep sins. 

Part I - David’s Rise

As a young man, David tended his father’s sheep in the wilderness. During these formative years, God molded his character and helped him develop several life skills as a shepherd. Besides shepherding skills, David learns to play a harp, compose Psalms of worship, grow physically and hit what he aims at with a sling. Throughout these early years, the young shepherd experiences a growing sense of dependence on God as he engages in a life struggle with wild animals seeking to devour the sheep in his father’s flocks. After God rejects Saul, he assigns Samuel to visit the home of Jesse and anoint one of his sons as the next king. Unknown to Saul, he drafts the future king into his service. Not having any state experience, David learns the basics for administrating a kingdom as a future king.  

Growing in his responsibilities and skills, David’s successes as a soldier thrust him into the national spotlight. The increased glory and attention David receives sets off a spirit of envy and jealousy that results in repeated tries to take David’s life. As a fugitive on the run from a murderous leader, David learns to wait on God’s timing. Eventually death comes to Saul and his sons while they are in battle against the Philistines. The people crown David as king of Judah fifteen years after his anointing. 

Part II - David’s Reign

David’s early reign reveals military victories and national triumphs. After seven more years, his kingdom expands to include sovereignty over all Israel.  As king, he sets up Jerusalem as the capital city and tries to bring the Ark of the Covenant back into its proper place. Eager to promote God’s name, David seeks God’s blessing to build a temple in the heart of Jerusalem. However, for God David shed too much blood. God gives David a greater promise that from his line, his kingdom will never end. 

David’s later reign reveals deep sins and personal tragedy. After captivation by the beauty of a bathing woman, David commits adultery leading to her pregnancy. To cover up his sin, he tries to manipulate her husband. When this fails, he has him murdered in battle. Nathan the prophet confronts David with his sin. Even though David repents and God forgives him, he reaps the effects of his actions for the rest of his life. In his resulting years, he experiences family strife, incest, murder, and rebellion. 

Conclusion

David experiences highs and lows in life, just like every man. In the end, he realized that God was in his everyday world affecting his everyday circumstances. Like David, all men should make everyday life central in their thinking about God. Unlike David, all men should consider the outcomes of their behavior before they choose a course of action. David is a model of repentant faith whose failures are forgiven and whose accomplishments are the result of God’s purpose.

Overview of 1 & 2 Samuel

Purpose: To show that God is the true King over Israel as He sets up, deposes, and commands the leaders of Israel. That both king and people are to obey God as their king. It is a book about transitions. 
First Structure:


I. God Raises Samuel as Prophet to Israel

1 Samuel 1-7

II. God is Rejected as King of Israel


1 Samuel 8-14


III. God Establishes David as King


1 Samuel 15-2 Samuel 8


IV. God Judges David’s Kingdom


2 Samuel 9-20


V. Epilogue of David’s Reign



2 Samuel 21:1-24:25

Second Structure:


I. 1 Samuel – Transition of Leadership



A. Samuel, the Last Judge


1 Samuel 1:1-7:17



B. Saul, the First King


1 Samuel 8:1-31:13


II. 2 Samuel – Reign of David





A. The Triumphs of David


2 Samuel 1:1-10:19



B. The Transgressions of David

2 Samuel 11:1-27


C. The Troubles of David


2 Samuel 12:1-24:25

Author:

The actual author of the book of Samuel is anonymous; however, according to the Jewish Talmudic tradition, the judge and prophet Samuel wrote the first twenty-four chapters of 1 Samuel (1 Samuel 25:1 records his death). The rest were most likely written by the prophets Nathan and Gad (1 Chronicles 29:29). Still, other sources suggest the priests of Ahimaaz ( 2 Samuel 15:27, 36; 17:17, 20; 18:19, 22-23, 27-29) and Zabud (1 Kings 4:5) may have authored the content. 
Main Themes:
· God is the one who raises up and brings down leaders, including kings

· Yaweh is the true King of Israel, whom the people are to obey

· God has established David’s kingdom forever

· The king is to be obedient to God

· Disobedience carries serious consequences

1 - God Judges the Heart
Saul has displeased God in his efforts to rule over the people of Israel. Thus, God seeks a new man to be king and sends Samuel the prophet to the house of Jesse, David’s father to anoint one of his sons.  Samuel selects David after reviewing and listening to God’s rejection of all the men in Jesse’s household. Soon after this anointing, God sends an evil spirit to torment Saul, which results in the king placing David into His service. 
I. The Lord Rejects Saul as King – 1 Samuel 15:10-35
A. What did God say to Samuel about Saul’s kingship and submission? (vv 10-11).

B. Describe the exchange between Saul and Samuel. (vv 12-26).

C. What is the result of this exchange? (vv 27-31).

D. Why did Samuel kill Agag? (vv 32-35).
II. Samuel Anoints David – 1 Samuel 16:1-13


A. What is unique about the conversation between God and Samuel? (16:1-3).
B. Describe the conversation between God and Samuel during the candidate review. (vv 4-12).

C. What happened to David during the anointing? (v 16:13).
III. David in Saul’s Service – 1 Samuel 16:14-23


A. Why did God send an evil spirit to torment Saul? (vv 14-20).

B. What were the types of services David performed? (vv 21-23).

C. How did this service period help David later as king over Israel?
Discipleship Principle: Like most men, Samuel evaluated Jesse’s sons by their physical appearance. David’s older brothers looked like worthy kings on the outside but not on the inside. Human beings judge a man by outward appearances; God judges a man by the state of his heart. 
	Personal Application:



2 - The Battle Belongs to the Lord
Saul’s army is facing battle with the Philistines championed by a giant named Goliath. Goliath taunts the army of God especially its fearful king. While on a trip to supply provisions for his brothers, David hears the giant rant his defiance of Israel’s army, God, and king. In an act of bravery and courage, young David uses his skills, exercises his faith, and then cuts off Goliath’s head. Israel defeats the enemy and Saul recognizes David. 
I. Battle Lines – 1 Samuel 17:1-31

A. Describe the enemy and their forces for battle. (vv 1-11).

B. What did you learn about David as a young man? (vv 12-27).
C. How did his brothers react to his trying to encourage the army of Israel? (vv 28-20).
II. Battle Courage – 1 Samuel 17:32-39

A. Describe the dialogue between David and Saul the king. (vv 32-33).
B. What experiences in life provided David with the skills and confidence to face a giant   warrior like Goliath? (vv 34-37).

C. Although David was an expert at protecting sheep, whom did he rely on? (v 37).

D. Why did Saul dress David in his tunic and coat of arms? (vv 38-39).
III. Battle Tactics – 1 Samuel 17:40-58

A. How did David prepare for the battle? (v 40).

B. What was Goliath’s reaction to doing battle with David? (vv 41-44).

C. How does David respond? (vv 45-47).

D. Describe the battle and David’s actions. (vv 48-54).


E. What is Saul’s reaction? (vv 55-58).
Discipleship Principle: While this warfare on earth was between a young man and warrior giant, the real battle was between the God of Israel and the pagan god of the Philistines. Throughout the Bible, God moves in dramatic ways to make His sovereign power known both to Israel and to the nations of the world. 
	Personal Application:




3 - Friendship, Envy, and Jealousy
As Jonathon and David grow in their friendship, Saul grows in envy and jealousy. In a plot to kill young David, Saul offers his daughters in marriage. Instead of dieing, David doubles the needed dowry and foils the plot. Saul’s hatred grows while David’s fame spreads. Caught in the middle, Jonathon tries to honor his father, and to love David as a brother. After another fit of rage from King Saul, David seeks help from Samuel the prophet. Saul seeks to find and kill David, but in a strange act of God’s Spirit, God protects David. 
I. Growing Friendship – 1 Samuel 18:1-4

A. Describe the relationship between David and Jonathon. (vv 1-4).


B. What does it mean to make a covenant with another man? (v 3).
II. Rising Envy and Increasing Glory – 1 Samuel 18:5-30

A. In what ways did David grow in success? (vv 5-7).
B. How did Saul react to David’s rising success? (vv 8-9).

C. Describe the contrast between Saul and David. (vv 10-16).

D. What does Saul devise as a means of getting rid of David? (vv 17-30).
III. Reconciling Relationships – 1 Samuel 19:1-10

A. Describe Jonathon’s attempt to restore David and Saul’s relationship. (vv 1-7).


B. What happens as a result? (vv 8-10).
IV. Surviving Hatred – 1 Samuel 19:11-24
A. Describe the situation for David and Michal. How do you think this influenced their marriage? (vv 11-17).

B. How did Saul react to this? (vv 18-22).

C. In what way does God intervene on David’s behalf? (vv 23-24).
Discipleship Principle: Eventually every disciple faces having to choose a course of action because two people closely related to him make opposing demands. When obedience to parents becomes opposed to the bonds of love and friendship, one relationship must be sacrificed for the other. In a similar way, when obedience to God becomes opposed to the bonds of love and friendship with others, the relationship with Christ must take precedence. 
	Personal Application:




4 - Friendship and Brotherhood
After repeated escapes from death, David feels his life is soon over. Together he and Jonathon devise a plan to test the truth of Jonathon’s father. Before carrying out the plan, they confirm their covenant commitment to each other. Jonathon defends David in the counsel of his father almost resulting in his own death. After reuniting, the two men express their emotion, loyalty, and commitment to honor God. 
I.  David’s Complaint - 1 Samuel 20:1-23
A. What are the circumstances surrounding the meeting between David and Jonathon? (v 1).

B. How does Jonathon view the situation? (vv 2-4).

C. Describe the plan David devises. (vv 5- 11).

D. How does Jonathan respond? (vv 12-17).

E. What plan does Jonathon propose for their future communication? (vv 18-23).
II. Jonathan’s Response - 1 Samuel 20:24-34

A. Describe the scenario at the blue New Moon festival. (vv 24-29).


B. What is Saul’s reaction to his son Jonathan? (vv 30-31).

C. How does Jonathan respond to his father? (vv 32-34).
III. Sworn Friendship - 1 Samuel 20:35-42

A. Why did Jonathon devise such a clandestine way of communicating? (vv 35-40).

B. Describe the emotions these two men express to each other. (v 41).


C. How do these two close friends depart from one another? (v 42).
Discipleship Principle: Jonathan generously offers David his services and makes a covenant commitment. This is true friendship. Jesus said, “Greater love has not one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). 

	Personal Application:




5 - Trusting Self
Up to now, David has done nothing wrong. In fact, he has been a model of a good man humble, faithful, and honest. Suddenly, God puts his faith to the test. His life is in danger; his best friend chooses between friendship and obedience, and his wife acts to honor her father while saving her husband. Like so many men today, David reacts to the situation by taking things into his own hands. His actions and words bring about dire results for others. 
I. Lies to Ahimelech – 1 Samuel 21:1-9

A. How does the priest Ahimelech greet David? (v 1).
B. What are the possible truths in David’s response? (vv 2-3).
C. Why was it important for the men to keep from sexual activity? (vv 4-6).
D. What is significant about Doeg the Edomite? (v 7).
E. Is it wrong in times of trouble to seek weapons of warfare? (v 8).

Why or why not?


F. How important was the sword of Goliath? (v 9).
II. Lies to Achish – 1 Samuel 21:10-15


A. What is significant about the area of Gath? (v 10). See 1 Samuel 17:4


B. How did the people of Gath view David? (v 11).

C. What was David’s reaction? (v 12).

D. Why did he act like a madman? (v 13).

E. How does Achish view the situation? (v 14).
Discipleship Principle: God clearly wants His men to lean on Him. If a man is too dependent on family, friends, or his talents, God will take him through a set of circumstance that result in removing a crutch. Taking things into our own hands and telling lies to protect ourselves is not leaning on God. He is the only source of faith and salvation from our troubles in life. 
	Personal Application:




6 - Turmoil and Tragedy
Filled with despair, David finds refuge in the cave at Adullam. Here he begins to seek out the help of God and the comfort of family and friends. No doubt, his aging parents were not able to keep pace with him and his men. After finding refuge for his parents in the land of their ancestry, he continues to stay on the move. Meanwhile, Saul filled with murderous hatred commands the genocide of eighty-five men of God, their families, and livestock. 
I. The Cave – 1 Samuel 22:1-5

A. What is the condition of David’s heart while in the cave? (v 1). See Psalm 142.

B. Describe the kind of men who were becoming part of his band of brothers. (v 2).

C. Why was it important for David to find safe refuge for his parents? (vv 3-5).
II. The Consequence – 1 Samuel 22:6-19

A. In what way, does Saul motivate his men to seek David’s life? (vv 6-8).

B. What is the family background of Doeg the Edomite? (vv 9-10). See Genesis 25:30. 


C. Why did Saul seek the audience of Ahimelech and his entire family? (vv 11-13).

D. How does Ahimelech respond the Saul’s accusations? (vv 14-15).

E. What is the reaction of the guards to Saul’s execution order? (vv 16-17).

F. Why is Doeg the Edomite so willing to kill God’s anointed? (vv 18-19).
III. The Concern – 1 Samuel 22:20-23

A. What happens to Abiather in the aftermath of his family’s execution? (vv 20-23).

B. How does David react to the news? (See Psalm 52).
Discipleship Principle: Part of David’s preparation to reign is seeking and trusting in the leadership and care of God. God wants His men to trust fully in His sovereign control. He often takes men through great periods of turmoil and tragedy in preparation for their future. David’s response is captured in Psalm 52 and 142.
	Personal Application:




7 – Guided and Guarded
David starts seeking God through prayer before he takes further steps of action. In addition, he also listens to the voice of his men, but checks that leading to make sure God is directing his path. God answers his prayers for guidance and protection. 
I. Triumph in Battle – 1 Samuel 23:1-6

A. What is David’s course of action after hearing Keilah was under attack? (vv 1-2).

B. Describe the exchange between David, his men, and God. (vv 4-6).
II. Concern at Keilah – 1 Samuel 23:7-13


A. What is Saul’s reaction to the news David is in Keilah? (vv 7-8).

B. How does David react to hearing Saul is about to descend on Keilah? (vv 9-12)

C. What is David’s strategy for staying out of Saul’s reach? (v 13).

III. Meeting in the Desert – 1 Samuel 23:14-18

A. What is significant about Horesh in the Deserts of Ziph? (v 14).

B. Why did Jonathan visit David at Horesh? (vv 15-16).

C. What does it mean to make a covenant before the Lord? (vv 17-18).
IV. Protection on the Mountain – 1 Samuel 23:19-29

A. Why did the Ziphites want to turn David over to Saul? (vv 19-20)

B. How does Saul respond? (vv 21-23).

C. Describe the scenario being played out in this chase. (vv 24-26).

D. How does God intervene on David’s behalf? (vv 27-29).


C. What is David’s reaction? (See Psalm 54).
Discipleship Principle:  Prayer is central to a man’s personal worship, the atmosphere surrounding effective Bible study, and the power behind witnessing. Through prayer men can communicate directly with God by expressing adoration, confession, thanksgiving, intercession, and making petitions.
	Personal Application:




8 – Opportunity for Revenge
While on the run from a evil enemy, David is presented with a perfect opportunity for revenge. In a Christ like manner, David does not take advantage of the situation even though Saul repeatedly has tried to kill him.  Instead, he removes a part of Saul’s robe. In a brave act, David confronts his enemy while trusting in God for the results.   

I. Seeing the Opportunity – 1 Samuel 24:1-7

A. Where is the Desert of En Gedi? (vv 1-2).

B. Describe the circumstances for Saul, David, and his men. (vv 3-4)

C. How does David react to his men’s advice? (vv 5-6)

D. Why did David rebuke his men and stop them from killing Saul? (v 7).

II. Confronting the Enemy – 1 Samuel 24:8-15

A. Describe the physical actions of David. (v 8).

B. How do you think David felt as he was relaying the previous circumstances to Saul? 
(vv 9-10).
C. In what ways, does David turn the conversation from the event to trusting in God? (vv 11-14).
III. Trusting God for the Results – 1 Samuel 24:16-22

A. How does Saul respond to David’s words? (vv 16-18).

B. If Saul would have had the same opportunity, how would he have acted? (v 19).
C. Why is it important to secure an oath of protection for Saul and descendants? (vv 20-22).
Discipleship Principle:  An opportunity to defeat an enemy does not always mean God wants us to act in such a manner. God chose David to succeed Saul not to kill him. David knew that judgment, vengeance, and vindication were under God’s control. David relies on God to avenge the wrongs done to him and to establish him as king. 
	Personal Application:




9 – Reacting with Anger
David and his men took their own time and effort to protect a rancher, his shepherds, and his sheep from raiders in the Desert of Moan. It was not uncommon for wild tribes to overrun an area, take the sheep, and raid small villages. While there was no written law saying you had to pay for this service, it was a custom like tipping. Nabal refuses David’s request for remuneration. Thus, David reacts strong and swift by arming four hundred of his men and marches out with a desire to kill every male belonging to Nabal. 
I. Seeking a Remuneration – 1 Samuel 25:1-11

A. What event happens to the prophet Samuel? (v 1).

B. Describe the qualities of Nabal and his wife Abigail. (vv 2-3).

C. What is David seeking from Nabal? (vv 4-9)?

D. How does Nabal respond to David’s men? (vv 10-11)?

II. Reacting in Anger– 1 Samuel 25:12-13

A. Why does David react with such quick anger? (vv 12-13

B. Is anger always a sin?

C. When is anger not a sin?

III. Speaking with Wisdom – 1 Samuel 25:14-31

A. How does Abigail learn of this situation? (vv 14-17).

B. What is her reaction to the circumstances? (vv 18-19).

C. What does David plan to do to Nabal’s household? (vv 20-22).


D. How does Abigail address David and his men? (vv 20-31).
IV. Responding in Righteousness – 1 Samuel 25:32-44

A. What is significant about David’s response? (vv 32-35).

B. How does God deal with Nabal? (vv 36-38).

C. Describe the events that take place after God removes Nabal. (vv 39-44).

Discipleship Principle:  It is better to leave our circumstances in God’s hands than to always take quick action. If the situation warrants retribution and judgment, He will do this in His time and His way without our intervention. After learning a better way, David quickly changes his response and patiently waits for God to act and accomplish His will. 
	Personal Application:




10 – Trials and Compromise
Once again Saul seeks to kill David in the wilderness; however, God shields David through a miracle. After creeping into Saul’s camp, he removes the king’s spear and uses the incident to confront the king and prove his innocence. Saul again has short-lived recognition of his own sins. David starts to rationalize the situation and without seeking direction from God, moves into  the land of his enemies. This decision affected his men and their entire families.  
I. Saul’s Search for David – 1 Samuel 26:1-12

A. Who are the Ziphites? (v 1).

B. Describe the scenario. (vv 2-7).

C. How does Abishai react to the situation? (v 8).

D. What is David’s response? (vv 9-12).

II. David’s Reaction to Saul – 1 Samuel 26:13-25
A. Why did David move some distance away before he confronted Saul and his army? (v 13). 

B. Describe the exchange between David and Saul. (vv 14-20).

C. How does Saul respond? (v 21).

D.  What is David’s perspective on this entire event? (vv 22-25).
III. David’s Rationalization of the Situation – 1 Samuel 27:1-12

A. Describe David’s rationalization of the circumstances. (v 1).

B. What are some other ways he could have acted after this incident?

C. How did his thinking affect the rest of his men and their families? (vv 2-4).


D. What relationship does David develop with Israel’s sworn enemies? (vv 5-12)?


E. When would it be OK, to kill men, women, and children? (v 11)?

Discipleship Principle:  Repeated trials can bring out the best in us or bring out the worst. One of the worst is a compromise from God’s standards, which leads to carnal living. God’s men are not to pretend they live peacefully in the enemy’s world. When they do, it often leads to incidents where entire families suffer the effects of the leaders decisions. 
	Personal Application:




11 – Revelation and Rejection
When a man fails to follow and fellowship with God, God tends to withdraw His communication and revelation. Saul is a classic example of a man in search of answers without wanting to listen and obey God’s word. Through a mystic experience, Samuel confronts Saul with the reality of his disobedient life and pending death. David continues to live among Israel’s enemies as a man without home or country pretending to be an ally of the Philistines. 

I. Confidence – 1 Samuel 28:1-6 

A. Describe the scenario for the Philistines, David, Achish, Israel, and Saul. (vv 1-4).

B. What was Saul’s reaction to his situation? (v 5).

C. How does he try to seek revelation from God? (v 6).

D. How does God respond? (v 6).

II. Consultation – 1 Samuel 28:7-19

A. What action does Saul take to find an answer to his problems? (vv 7-8).

B. Why is the witch concerned about complying with Saul’s request? (v 9).

C. Describe the exchange between Saul and the witch of Endor. (vv 10-14).

D. How does the prophet Samuel address Saul’s distress? (vv 15-19).

III. Concern – 1 Samuel 28:20-25

A. How does Saul react to Samuel’s words? (v 20).

B. Describe the conversation and actions between Saul and the witch. (vv 21-25)
IV. Complaint – 1 Samuel 29:1-5

A. What is the situation for Israel and the Philistines? (vv 1-2). 

B. How does Achish view David? (v 3).


C. Why are the Philistine leaders concerned about David and his men? (vv 4-5)
V. Commendation – 1 Samuel 29:6-11

A. What course of actions does Achish give David? (vv 6-7).

B. How do David and his men respond? (vv 8-11). 

Discipleship Principle:  God is faithful to bless and honor those who honor Him, and He is faithful to discipline those who are unfaithful to Him. His lack of presence and purpose may be a sign of His disapproval and discipline. Obedience must flow from a relationship, not on hopes of control or manipulation. Hearing and obeying the word of God brings reward in this life and for eternity when it honors this relationship.
	Personal Application:




12 – Devastation and Death
After a dismissal by Achish and the Philistine lords, David’s men return home to find their tents burned by fire and their families taken captive. The situation was so devastating, that David’s men talked about stoning him; however, David found strength in the Lord his God. After seeking God, David responds in obedience by chasing and fighting the Amalakites. Saul, his sons, and many of Israel’s troops die in battle while the survivors abandon their towns and flee for safety. 
I. Devastation at Ziklag – 1 Samuel 30:1-6

A. What happens to Ziklag? (vv 1-2).

B. How do the men react to this situation? (vv 3-6).

C. What is David’s first response? (v 6).

II. Restoration of Families and Fortunes – 1 Samuel 30:7-20

A. How does David find help from God? (v 8).

B. What happens at the Besor Ravine? (vv 9-10)


C. Describe the Egyptian’s response to David and his men. (vv 11-16).

E. What is the result of David’s rescue mission? (vv 17-20).
III. Sharing the Spoils of War – 1 Samuel 30:21-31

A. Describe the situation as David reunites with the two hundred exhausted men. (vv 21
-22).

B. How does David respond to this group of men? (vv 23-25).

C. Why is David so generous with the spoils of war? (vv 26-31).

IV. The End of Saul and His Sons – 1 Samuel 31:1-7

A. What happens to Saul and his sons? (vv 1-3).

B. Why did Saul care about his death? (vv 4-6).

C. What happens to the rest of the army? (v 7).

V. Two Reactions to Saul’s Death – 1 Samuel 31:8-13

A. How do the Philistines react when they find Saul and his sons? (vv 8-10).
B. Why were the men of Jabesh Gilead concerned about Saul? (vv 11-13). See 1 Samuel 11:1-11). 
Discipleship Principle:  Sometimes men face devastating circumstances where they feel a sense of loneliness. David in his distress turns to God where he finds strength and inspiration to go on leading. God provides His presence and guidance to His men. God’s men must rely on God’s word and will, not on human control and manipulation. 
	Personal Application:




Conclusion to David’s Rise
First Samuel traces the transition of leadership from judges to kings, from a theocracy to a monarchy. Unfortunately, the people found it easier to follow a visible human king rather than an invisible divine God, much like men of today. During this time there are three key men Samuel, Saul, and David. 

Samuel, the last prophet from judges, anoints the first two rulers of Israel. The first ruler turned out to be a half heart for God; the second ruler turned out to be a whole heart for God. Samuel witnesses the people reject Yahweh as their king and warns them of the outcome for this course of action. Still the people insist on having a king to rule over them. 
Saul becomes the first king of Israel but the Lord rejects him as king because he does not obey God’s word. He starts out well but finishes horrible. Temporary insanity, rage, anger, envy, jealousy, murder, and the occult characterize his life and reign over Israel. God tears the kingdom from him and gives it to a man after His own heart. 
David becomes the second king of Israel and serves as an Old Testament portrayal of Christ. He is born in Bethlehem, grows up as a shepherd, suffers as a fugitive, and eventually rules as a king. Psalms, worship, warfare, victory, and prayer characterize his life and reign. Unfortunately, he was all too human and dealt with adultery, murder, lies, repentance, parental failure, and brokenness. Yet, God enables David to be a man after His own heart and become Israel’s greatest king.
While Saul and David both committed their share of disobedience and sinful behavior, God saw a difference in their spirit and attitude. Saul put much of his confidence into himself and his army. He could admit to making errors but he never repented. As the narrative progresses, the contrast between Saul and David increases. Saul increasingly relies on his own knowledge and wisdom, while David grows in his desire to know God’s divine guidance and protection. Saul never takes responsibility for the results of his actions.  David routinely trusted in God and was not afraid to put his life on the line to prove it. 
All of God’s men must recognize He is sovereign over events, kings, and history. He sets up leaders and He deposes them. As men lead in their homes, their churches, and their communities, they must rely on God and learn to wait for His timing, trusting in His grace no matter what problems they face or heartache they experience. This includes the outcome for sinful behavior and irrational speech. 
Personal Conclusion:  Take some time to read your notes and personal applications. Pray for God to show you one main item as part of your conclusion from this study. Record your application in the space below. 
	Conclusion Application:




The Schedule for David’s Rise

David’s Rise (1 Samuel 15:10-31:13)
	Delivery Date
	Section for Delivery
	Title
	Memory Verses

	
	Survey of David’s Rise
	Intro to the Study
	Scripture Memory

	
	1. 1 Samuel 15:10-16:23
	God Judges the Heart
	1 - 1 Samuel 16:7

	
	2. 1 Samuel 17
	The Battle Belongs to the Lord
	2 - 1 Samuel 17:47

	
	3. 1 Samuel 18-19
	Friendship, Envy, and Jealousy
	3 - Psalm 59:1-2

	
	4. 1 Samuel 20
	Friendship and Brotherhood
	4 - 1 Samuel 20:42

	
	5. 1 Samuel 21
	Trusting Self
	5 - Psalm 34:10

	
	6. 1 Samuel 22
	Turmoil and Tragedy
	6 - Psalm 142:1-2

	
	7. 1 Samuel 23
	Guided and Guarded
	7 - Psalm 63:1-2

	
	8. 1 Samuel 24
	Opportunity for Revenge
	8 - Psalm 57:2-3

	
	9. 1 Samuel 25
	Reacting with Anger
	9 - 1 Samuel 25:32-33

	
	10. 1 Samuel 26-27
	Trials and Compromise
	10 - 1 Samuel 26:23

	
	11. 1 Samuel 28-29
	Revelation and Rejection
	11 - 1 Samuel 28:16-17

	
	12. 1 Samuel 30-31
	Devastation and Death
	12 - 1 Samuel 30:24
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