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Apply Basic Bible Study Techniques

There are four key elements to studying the Bible. They are observation, interpretation, correlation and application. Like a set of tools, each has certain unique characteristics. A Christian who works at using each tool furthers his ability to understand the word of God and make it real in everyday life. 

1. Observation

Observation is the art of seeing things as they really are. Determining what the author says and how he says it. Properly applying the principles of observation is critical to a correct interpretation. 
	Apply to book


	Apply to selected texts

	Title
	Who

	Author
	What

	Date / Setting
	When

	Theme / Purpose
	Where

	Key Vs / Key Chapter
	Sights

	Outline / Summary
	Sounds

	Structure
	Smells

	   - Biographical (Job); Geographical (Joshua)
	Promises

	   - Historical (Genesis); Logical (Romans) 
	Principles

	   - Chronological (Kings/Chronicles)…
	Main point


2. Interpretation

Interpretation is determining what the author originally meant and what it currently means. As you make proper observations of the text, you will have questions from observing terms, structure, literacy form and atmosphere of your text. Use the following principles to help you gain the most correct understanding of God’s word. God had one original meaning when He inspired the text. Your goal in bible study is twofold. First, discover what it meant to the original reader. Second, what it means today in your contemporary setting.

What It Meant

Your first task is to determine what the text originally meant to the individual or people as addressed. Each book of the bible has a specific setting, culture, particular circumstance, geography, topography and human history. God in His infinite wisdom set forth His word in a variety of circumstances using various vocabulary of human beings within their time and place in history. To understand what God originally intended, you should focus on gaining a correct view of their history, geography, and culture.  
To help you do this, Joshua’s Men created templates for making discoveries as they relate to the people who were the original readers. Using theses templates will give you the beginning skills at learning to discover what God meant when He had His word penned for all of history.
Principles of interpretation help men be more objective in their understanding of Scripture. Below are five principles for studying the original context of a text or book in the bible. 
Principle # 1: Literature – The bible is to be studied like any other type of literature. It is comprised of books, chapters, paragraphs, and sentences. Notice the natural breaks in the topics. Analyze the subject, verb and object of a sentence. Apply normal rules of grammar.
Principle # 2: History – The time, place, politics and culture of an author effect the purpose of each book. To understand the history you will refer to outside help. At the end of this handout is a list of bible study reference materials.
Principle # 3: Context – There is no text without context. Read the context before a verse and read the context after a verse before deciding what the author meant. Here are four points to ensure you have properly viewed the context of a verse:
· You evaluation is consistent with the context before and after the verse. 

· Your evaluation is consistent with the teaching of the entire book.

· Your evaluation is consistent with other teachings on the same subject.
· Your evaluation is consistent with the total themes and associated subjects of the Bible.
Principle # 4: Literal – The obvious meaning of a verse is the intended meaning. Always apply this principle unless you clearly see in the context there is a deeper or figurative meaning.
Principle # 5:  Figurative – Use caution when examining a form of figurative speech. Some texts contain a deeper or figurative meaning intended by the original author. For example, Jesus referred to people as salt and light. 
What It Means

During the time you will see and hear His words to you. However, God’s people are often in a new or different context than those of the original reader. Therefore, as people viewing God’s word here and now we need to see the Scripture from our cultural setting and make appropriate application to our lives. Here are three principles to keep in mind when you work on determining what the text means for you today.
Principle # 1: This is God’s word, therefore you must listen and obey.
Principle # 2: Whenever our situation corresponds to that faced by the original reader, God's Word to us is exactly the same as it was to them. 

Principle # 3: Whenever our situation does not correspond to that faced by the original readers we should look for the principle underlying God's Word to them. We can then apply that principle to comparable situations. There is one original meaning, one thousand means for application.
These bible study materials are designed for beginning to intermediate bible study students. They are not exhaustive, however when properly applied you will gain a more clear understanding of Scripture, and how God wants you to live your life.
For a more detailed study on interpreting the bible you should read “How to Read the Bible for All its Worth” by Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart
3. Correlation

Correlation is the association of Scripture and life wherever a relationship exists.

a. What are the Scriptures in the New Testament that relate to the text?

b. What are the Scriptures in the Old Testament that relate to the text?

c. How do they relate to the study text?

4. Application

Application is putting the Scriptures to work in your life.
The ultimate purpose for spending time in God's Word is to transform our lives. In Romans 12:2 Paul gives us the exhortation: "Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind." As we renew our minds through the study and application of Scripture, the Holy Spirit gradually transforms us into the image of Christ.

A key attitude when studying the Bible is to remember why you study. It is to know the author and perfector of your faith. As God speaks truths to you the Holy Spirit brings to mind areas of your life that do not match up to what God’s word teaches. 

Ask yourself, how does my life measure up to this truth? Pray and ask God to convict you of the changes you need to make in your life so you become more conformed to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29).  Determine what actions you should take in order to bring this area of your life into sync with God’s truth. 

Next write it down. Be specific. Put things in measurable terms.  Here are some questions to help guide you through the text:

· Is there a command for me to obey?

· Is there a promise to claim in prayer?

· Is there an example to follow?

· Is there a sin to avoid or confess?

· Is there a reason for thanksgiving or praise?

· What does the passage teach about the Father, the Son or the Holy Spirit?

· What does the passage teach about myself, the church or the people in the world?

· What does the passage teach about Satan, Demons or spiritual enemies?

Here are a couple of examples:

1. After you read Mark 1:35 "Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place where He prayed", God convicts you that your prayer life is inconsistent. Your application could be: Five mornings out of seven I will spend 15 minutes in prayer starting at 0600 AM.

2. You read Ephesians 4:26 “In your anger do not sin” for your morning study time. God reminds you about an argument where you lost your temper. Your application could be “I will visit or call _____, share this truth from God’s word and ask his/her for forgiveness for losing my temper.”

Once you develop this habit, it becomes more natural. The Holy Spirit begins to speak to you through your intake of God’s word. In the end you will discover numerous ways in which God's Word applies today. There is one interpretation, but thousands of applications.
Properly Prepare Yourself For Study
1. Spend a few minutes in prayer using the Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication (ACTS) method. When you get to supplication, be sure to ask God to lead your mind and conform your will to obey.
2. Try to get adequate rest the night before. This will increase your mind’s ability to comprehend the texts. 
3. Find a quiet place where you can think and work without interruptions.
Survey the Book 
English versions of the Bible were originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek. The people who translated the original documents into English, may use slightly different vernacular in an effort to communicate what they understand the passages to mean. To get a well rounded view of a book, read it several times using different translations. 
1. Read Different Versions of the Book

Number of times entire book read: 

Living (   ), NIV (   ), NASB (  ), KJ (   ), N KJ (   ) ____ (   )

During your reading fill in the areas listed in your bible study template.
2. Identify Main Characters

The purpose for this section is to identify the main personalities, their qualities and attributes. 

Here is an example from 1 Thessalonians 1

Describe Main Characters:

	Verse
	Identity
	Description

	1
	Paul, Silas and Timothy
	Paul and his men on the second missionary journey visit and setup a church in Thessalonica

	5
	Holy Spirit
	Third person of the trinity, filled the Thessalonian believers.


3. Consider Date and History

Describe when the book was written. What were main events in history?

	Possibly written about 49 or early 50 AD (Disciples Study Bible pg1532).  

	For the founding of the church we have two sources of information, the Book of Ac and the Epistle itself. Luke's narrative is found in Acts 17. Here we are told that Paul, after leaving Philippi, began his next siege against entrenched paganism in the great market center of Thessalonica. He went first into the synagogues of the Jews, and for three Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures. Some of them, Luke tells us, "were persuaded, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few." This very naturally excited the jealousy of the Jews who found themselves losing the social prestige that came from having a large number of Greeks, including some of the nobility, resorting to them for instruction. Accordingly, they raised a mob of the worst men in town and brought the leading members of the church before the magistrate. These brethren, Jason and certain others, who seem to have been men of some property, were compelled to give bond to preserve the peace, and the intense feeling against Paul made it necessary for him, for the sake of these brethren as well as for his personal safety, to flee from the city. (ISBE www.studylight.org)



4. Research The Geography

It is a good habit to locate places mentioned in the Scriptures by accessing a map of the times. Most Bibles have a map section at the back or you can view a Bible Atlas. On the map of ancient Greece below (then known as Macedonia in north and Achaia in the south) you will find Thessalonica. 
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	Thessalonica (now Salonika) was located on a great northern highway stretching all the way from Rome to the eastern Mediterranean countries. It was a leading city of Macedonia in Paul’s day. Some maps can be at www.biblestudy.org/maps/main.html for free.




5. Determine Book Purpose

Many commentaries and study bibles list introduction information on each book of the bible. Below is the last sentence from Matthew Henry’s Complete Commentary on the Whole bible (see www.studylight.org). Another really great resource for a focused statement on this topic is “Talk Through The New Testament” by Walk Through The Bible.
	The main scope of it is to express the thankfulness of this apostle for the good success his preaching had among them, to establish them in the faith, and persuade them to a holy conversation.


6. List verses for main theme and or overall view
An understanding of the overall teaching of this letter will make each verse more meaningful as you study. Read the entire book through at least three times. Try to read it completely through at each sitting. As you read, record the main verses which encourage godly living and those which refer to Christ’s second coming. For each one you list, record the main thought next to it.

	Verses on  Godly Living
	Main Thought

	1:9
	Turned from idols to serve God

	2:11,12
	Encourage each other to walk worthy of God

	3:12
	Abound in love for one another

	4:1
	Excel still more to live and please God

	5:14
	Encourage, help and be patient with all men.


	Verses on 2nd Coming
	Main Thought

	1:10
	To wait for His Son from heaven

	2:19
	Receive glory when Christ returns

	3:13
	Establish our hearts without blame before God

	4:15
	Those alive remain until the Lord returns

	5:23
	Sanctify you without blame


7. Identify the Book Structure 
Try to determine if the book is written in biographical, geographical, historical, logical, chronological, personal, narrative and or instructional.
	1 Thessalonians appears to be written in Paul’s personal style, designed to be instructional in content. 


Study the Scriptures
The purpose of a Joshua’s Men bible study is to equip you with basic study techniques. It is a set of tools to help you discover what the Bible says, understand what the original author intended to communicate and formulate a meaning as it applies to your daily life. Get a blank copy of the template. Then use the following instructions on a selected text. May God bless you with a rich time in His word. 

1. Observe the Text 

The purpose of this part of your study is too apply the principles for making observations while maintaining the principles for understanding how the original reader viewed the authors word from God. The idea here is to see things as they are. To determine what the author says and how he says it to the original reader. Keep in mind as you make observations: “There is no text without context.” View the scriptures in a setting. Read the verses before and after, before you determine the observation. Use the principles of interpretation to understand the text.
Here is an example from a study on 1 Thessalonians 1:3

Observe the Study Text

	Verse
	Key Thought / Observation

	3
	Paul was impressed by their faith and love for others.

	4
	God chose them. Supports doctrine of predestination.


2. Research Cross References

This section allows you to broaden your understanding of the text by comparing thoughts and ideas form one portion of Scripture with what is said by the same author or other authors. Based on your observations, select cross references to deepen your understanding of the selected text. Keep in mind, Scripture interprets Scripture. Record the parallel thought or observation from the cross reference.

Here is an example from 1 Thessalonians 1:5,7

Research Cross References:

	Verse
	Reference
	Key Thought/Observation

	5
	1 Cor. 15:1-5
	The gospel is the message of salvation. Christ died and rose from the dead. Requires faith to have Christ as Lord of your life.

	7
	1 Tim. 4:12
	Set an example for others in speech, life, love, faith and purity. Example of good role model can make a big impact! Promote effective imparting of the gospel.


3. Title the Text

Read over the notes from your sections on Observation and Cross Reference. Write a title which captures the essence of the text you are studying. Try to keep the title to five words or less. 

Example of 1 Thessalonians 1 

Title – Church Growth In a Fallen World

4. Outline the Text

The purpose for this part of your study is to create an outline of the text. An outline is expressed in the form of headings and subheadings. Read the passage and look for natural divisions. Many modern bibles already separate the scriptures into sections and paragraphs. Write the main thoughts as heading and the details about the thoughts as subheadings.

Here is an example from 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Outline the Text:

	Reception of the Gospel 1:1-10

	   a. Greeting and Thanksgiving 1:1, 2

	   b. Prayer and Gospel Essentials 1:3-5

	   c. Gospel Reception and Living Examples 1:6-10


5. Identify and Define Key Words

This portion of your study is to learn more about the emphasis placed in scripture by defining key words or phrases. Themes are a very important part of a text. Defining a key word develops comprehension. The better we understand the individual words used in bible statements, the better we will be able to understand the total message of Scripture. 

Here is an example from 1 Thessalonians 1

Identify and define key words:

	Word
	Reference
	Definition

	faith
	1:3
	complete trust in God

	gospel
	1:4
	message concerning Christ, God’s kingdom and salvation


6. List any Problems

Problems will arise as you study. State the problem and continue your study. Stating the problem frees your mind for further investigation of the text. Seeking immediate solutions to a problem may result in missing the main teaching of the section. 

State your problem clearly and briefly. Be specific as to what you want to know about a verse, a word or an idea. A clear statement of the problem often results in a quicker solution. 

Here is an example:

List any Problems:

	How does God choose whom to save? 1 Thessalonians 1:4


7. Form An Application

Applying the Scriptures to daily living is the most important result from your Bible Study. See the section of Learn Bible Study Techniques section 4 for a thorough description on how to think through your application.

Express your application in the first person. An application should answer the following questions: What does the Scripture teach you should be, think or do? What is your life like in this regard? What do you feel the Lord wants you to do about it?

Form an Application:

	1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 tells me to pray without ceasing and always giving thanks. Currently I spend a few minutes each morning thanking God but neglect praying throughout the day. At least three times a day I am going to pray for others and thank God. Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner


Summarize the Manuscript

1. Write a Book Summary

Read through your notes from the survey and each chapter in your study. Work at condensing your outline into a set of summary statements. Here is a good sample from 
	Ch 1 The faith, love, and patience of the Thessalonians, are evident tokens of their election which was manifested in the power with which the gospel came to them. It had powerful and exemplary effects upon their hearts and lives.



	Ch 2 The apostle reminds the Thessalonians of his preaching and personal example as well has how they received the gospel as the word of God. This produced great joy in his heart. 



	Ch 3 Concerned for their welfare, the apostle sent Timothy to establish and comfort them with his presence and Paul’s instruction. He rejoiced at the good tidings of their faith and love and and for their increase in God’s grace.



	Ch 4 Paul provides exhortations to live in purity and holiness as well as continue with brotherly love, demonstrating peaceable behavior, and diligence in the faith. Do not be sorry for friends and family who die a physical death. Keep in mind the glorious resurrection of their bodies at Christ’s second coming.



	Ch 5 The apostle exhorts them to be always ready for the coming of Christ to judgment, which will be with suddenness and surprise. Furthermore, he provides instruction on Christian duties and then concludes with prayer, greetings, and a blessing.




2. Construct a Book Chart

	Focus
	Reflections on the Thessalonians
	Instructions to the Thessalonians

	Divisions


	Pau’s Commendation of their Growth 
	Paul’s Founding of the Church
	Tomothy’s Strengthening of the Church
	Direction for the Thessalonians’ Growth
	Revelation Concerning the Dead in Christ
	Description of the Day of the Lord
	Instructions for Holy Living

	Topics
	Personal Experience
	Practical Exhortation

	
	Looking Back
	Looking Forward

	Place
	Written in Corinth

	Time
	C. AD 51


Copied from “Talk Through The New Testament” by Walk Through The Bible (WTB)

See http://www.christianity.com/walkthruthebible for more information on ordering WTB materials.
3. Develop a Book Application

Review all your notes and corresponding applications for each chapter. Ask God to help you prioritize the changes you need to make as you work at conforming your life to the truths revealed in this book. 

Principle # 1: This is God’s word, therefore you must listen and obey.

Principle # 2: Whenever our situation corresponds to that faced by the original reader, God's Word to us is exactly the same as it was to them. 

Principle # 3: Whenever our situation does not correspond to that faced by the original readers we should look for the principle underlying God's Word to them. We can then apply that principle to comparable situations. There is one original meaning, one thousand means for application.

Here is a template for developing an application and follow up plan.
	Describe the application:



	How will you know the application has been achieved?

	Date for completion:
	

	Individual to help you be accountable:
	


Bible Study Resource Materials

Toward the end of your study you may want to consult reference material such as a concordance, handbook or commentary.

Here is a list of recommended resources: 

	Item
	Description

	Bible Dictionary
	Defines terms within the bible. Example: The New Bible Dictionary - Eerdmans

	Bible Encyclopedia
	Contains information and descriptions from the bible. Example, ISBE International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. 

	Commentary
	A book of explanations or expositions on the whole or a part of the Scriptures or of some other work.. Examples, Matthew Poole, Matthew Henry, John Gill, John Calvin…

	Concordance
	An alphabetical verbal index showing the places in the text of a book where each principal word may be found, with its immediate context in each place.

	Devotional Commentary
	Devotional commentaries provide assistance in applying the text. Example: The Bible Exposition Commentary - Wiersbe

	Standard Dictionary
	Defines terms used in modern language. Example: Webster Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary. 


Here are some additional items that are very helpful

	Item
	Description

	Talk thru the NT/OT
	A quick reference bible study tool which provides an easy to read/easy to use summary of every book of the Bible. Walk Through the Bible

	Talk thru Bible Personalities
	Focus is on personalities used by God. Walk Through the Bible

	Sermon Notes
	Copies of sermons from godly pastors or ministry leaders. Example: Treasury of David , CH Spurgeon


Here is a web site which has an excellent list of free materials  www.studylight.org 

 www.studylight.org  contains following items:

	Concordances
	Daily Reading Plan

	Commentaries
	Devotionals

	Dictionaries
	History

	Encyclopedias
	Sermon Essentials

	Lexicons
	Interlinear and Parallel Bibles


http://www.biblestudy.org/maps/main.html contains a great list of free maps.
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